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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute
India into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
and to secure to all its citizens : JUSTICE, social, economic and
political; LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;
EQUALITY of status and of opportunity and to promote among them
all — FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity
and integrity of the Nation; IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this
twenty-sixth day of November 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT
AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.
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Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties of Citizens of India
Fundamental Rights (Article 14-35 of Indian Constitution)

. Right to Equality
e The law of the country considers all citizens equally
and protects everybody equally.

The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on
grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth
or any of them.

There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in
matters relating to employment or appointment to any
office under the State.

Abolition of untouchability is proclaimed and prohibited.

Prohibition of acceptance and use of all titles except

military and academic.
. Right to Freedom

e Freedom of speech and expression.
e Freedom to assemble peacefully without arms.

Freedom to form associations/unions/cooperative
societies.

Freedom to move freely throughout the territory of India.
Freedom to reside in any part of the country.
Right to carry on any trade or profession/occupation.

The convicted person will be punished in the existing law.

A person cannot be convicted for the same offence
more than once.

No person accused of an offence shall be compelled

by the State to bear witness against himself.

Right to life and personal liberty.

No person can be arrested without any valid reason

and the arrested person should be given the scope to

defend oneself.

. Right against Exploitation

e Prohibition of labour without payment or buying and
selling of any person.

e Prohibition of employment of children below the age of
14 in any hazardous industry or factories or mines.

. Right to Freedom of Religion

e Freedom of conscience, the freedom to profess, practice,
and propagate religion to all citizens.

e Right to form and maintain institutions for religious and

charitable intents and acquire the immovable and

movable property.

There can be no taxes, the proceeds of which are directly
used for the promotion and/or maintenance of any
particular religion/religious denomination.
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e No religious instruction shall be provided in State-run
educational institutions and no religious worship cannot
be imparted against the consent of the student in such
institutions.

Cultural and Educational Rights

e All citizens of our country have the right to protect,

preserve, and propagate their language, script and

culture.

The State shall not deny admission into educational
institutes maintained by it or those that receive aids
from it to any person based on race, religion, caste or
language.

All religious and linguistic minorities have the right to
establish and administer educational institutions of
their choice.

Right to Constitutional Remedies

® A person can move to Supreme Court and High Court if
he/she wants to get his/her fundamental rights protected.

Fundamental Duties in India
(Article 5S1A of Indian Constitution)

Abide by the Indian Constitution and respect its ideals and
institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem.
Cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired the
national struggle for freedom.

Uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of
India.

Defend the country and render national service when called
upon to do so.

Promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood
amongst all the people of India transcending religious,
linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to
renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women.
Value and preserve the rich heritage of the country’s
composite culture.

Protect and improve the natural environment including
forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion
for living creatures.

Develop scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of
inquiry and reform.

Safeguard public property and to abjure violence.

. Strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and

collective activity so that the nation constantly rises to
higher levels of endeavour and achievement.

. Provide opportunities for education to his child or ward

between the age of six and fourteen years.



Preface

As an initiative of the School Education Department, Govt. of West Bengal, and under the proactive guidance of
the Expert Committee on School Education, ‘Shikhon Setu’ have been developed for students of Secondary
level. In these difficult times caused by the pandemic, physical classroom transactions have been obviously
affected. This has resulted in significant learning gaps among students. The ‘Bridge Material’ will help to ameliorate
this learning loss. The ‘Bridge Material’ will be used for at least 100 days in the classroom and, if necessary, it
can be used for longer span of time for some students.

In this context, it is pertinent to state that while the ‘Bridge Material” will act as a scaffold, it is important to
improve upon the learning process of students.

It is the teachers’ prerogative to align the contents of the ‘Bridge Material” with textbooks. Hence, evaluation of
students’ learning vis-a-vis textbooks and ‘Bridge Material’ will continue on a regular basis.

I express sincere gratitude to everyone associated with the work of bringing out this book.

December, 2021 E 3 [i i Z ¢

77/2 Park Street President
Kolkata— 700016 West Bengal Board of Secondary Education






Foreword

As an initiative of the School Education Department, Govt. of West Bengal, and under the proactive guidance of
the Expert Committee on School Education, ‘Bridge Material” have been developed for students of Secondary
and Higher Secondary levels. In these trying times caused by the pandemic, physical classroom transactions
have been grossly affected. This has resulted in major learning loss for students. The ‘Bridge Material” have been
designed in such a manner that it can act as an Accelerated Learning Package. It is expected that the ‘Bridge
Material” will be effective in minimizing learning gaps of students. The ‘Bridge Material” will be used for at least
100 days in the classroom and, if required, it can be used for longer time-period for certain students.

In this context, it is relevant to state that the ‘Bridge Material” aim to act as a scaffold between the subject-based
essential learning outcomes of the two previous classes and subject specific indispensable learning outcomes of
the present class. Particularly, in cases of Classes XI & XII, the ‘Bridge Material’ will frequently act like a
foundational study content.

Since the ‘Bridge Material” are developed on essential learning outcome, it becomes the teachers’ prerogative to
align the contents of the ‘Bridge Material’ with textbooks. Hence, evaluation of students’ learning vis-a-vis
textbooks and ‘Bridge Material” will regularly continue.

Educationists, teachers and subject experts have developed this ‘Bridge Material” within a short span of time.
We are thankful to WBBSE, WBCHSE, SED, Govt. of West Bengal and the PBSSM, who have extended help
at different times in the course of development of this book.

We are grateful to the Hon’ble Minister In-Charge, Department of School and Higher Education, Govt. of West
Bengal, Prof. Bratya Basu, for his valuable comments and suggestions.

December, 2021 Chairman
Nibedita Bhban, 5" Floor, Expert Committee
Salt Lake, Kolkata: 700091 School Education Department

Govt. of West Bengal
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General Guidelines on the Use of Bridge Materials

The Bridge Materials will act as an Accelerated Learning Package for the students.

This material will help minimize the learning gaps created due to prolonged physical absence in the school
during the pandemic times.

The Bridge Materials will be used for all students at least over a period of 100 days, if necessary, for some
students, it may be used for a longer time duration.

The Bridge Material intends to focus on the subject wise, very necessary, expected learning outcome of
previous two sessions.

Some part of the material contains foundation study-content on some specific topic.

As the Bridge Materials will encapsulate correlated learning outcome teachers can correlate the Bridge
Materials with the textbooks, whenever required

The Bridge Materials are not stand-alone learning materials, and should be used in syllabi specific contexts

Stage wise regular evaluation of the students on the contents of the Bridge Materials must be administered
to the students.
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Lesson - 1

The Coral Island

R. M. Ballantyne
About the author:

Robert Michael Ballantyne (1825 — 1894) was a Scottish fiction writer famous for his adventure story
TheCoral Island. Most of his stories were written from personal experience. The heroes of his books are
models of self-reliance and moral uprightness. His most popular stories include The Young Fur-Traders, The
World of Ice, Ungava: A Tale of Eskimo Land etc. Ballantyne was also an accomplished artist and exhibited
some of his water-colours at the Royal Scottish Academy. The story is an extract from Ballantyne’s The
Coral Island.

Summary and Analysis:

The story is written as a First-Person Narrative, from the perspective of Ralph Rover, the protagonist. The 15-
year-old Ralph started his journey, boarding the Arrow, an enormous ship, destined to sail towards the islands of
Pacific Ocean. He befriended Jack Martin and Peterkin Gay, who stood by him bravely when the ship was hit
by a ferocious storm upon entering the tropics. The story ends with an unfortunate shipwreck, with the narrator
and two of his companions as sole survivors on an uninhabited island.

The novel, from where the story is extracted is regarded as a Robinsonade, a particular genre of fiction inspired
by Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe (1719). In this genre, the protagonist is suddenly isolated from the comforts
of civilization, usually shipwrecked or marooned on a secluded and uninhabited island.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:

(a) Who addressed the narrator as “Youngster’?

(i) Jack Martin (i) JohnMartin
(iii) Peterson (iv) Peterkin Gay

(b) Thenarratorfelt  upon hearing the merry chorus of the sailors.
() delighted (i) agitated
(i) sad (iv) bewildered

(c) Soon after entering the tropics, the sailors witnessed
(i) anenemy ship (i) anawful storm
(i) aseamonster (iv) amermaid



(d) Thetempestraged in all its fury for

(1) tendays (i) fourdays

(i) fivedays (iv) aweek
Answer the following questions within 15 words:
(a) How does the narrator describe his friend Peterkin Gay?
(b) Why did the men obey the captain’s command in gloomy silence?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

Describe in detail the disastrous occurrence that led to an unfortunate shipwreck.



Lesson - 2

How it Happened
Arthur Conan Doyle
About the author:

Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle (1859 — 1930) was a Scottish physician and writer who is most noted for his
crime-fictions. His creation, detective Sherlock Holmes and his assistant Dr. Watson, had won the hearts of
millions of readers. Some of his most famous crime stories of Holmes and Watson are A Sudy in Scarlet,
The Hound of the Baskervilles, The Sign of Four etc. He is also known for the fictional adventures of
another character he invented, the irascible scientist Professor Challenger, and for popularizing the mystery of
Mary Celeste. He was a prolific writer whose other works include fantasy and science fiction stories, plays,
romances, poetry, non-fiction, and historical novels. The text is adapted from his short story How it Happened.

Summary and Analysis:

The story is written as a First-Person Narrative where Fate plays a key role in the development of the plot.
Despite being implored by his chauffeur, the narrator insisted on driving his new luxurious car in the difficult hilly
terrain of England. The chauffeur remained loyal to his master throughout the story. He never questioned him,
even though the car started speeding down, risking the lives of the two. The story ends with a fatal car crash and
a surprising appearance of Stanley, the collegemate of the narrator. As he spoke to Stanley in the aftermath of the
crash, he realized that Stanley had been dead for long. Upon discussing further, the narrator discovered his own
identity as an apparition, and not a living entity.

The narrator maintains an amiable tone throughout the story, which makes the suddenness of his death more
astonishing and agonizing for the readers. However, Doyle tries to soothe the tensed minds of his readers by
making the narrator feel ‘light and happy’. For the protagonist there appears to have been a smooth and painless
transition from living to being dead. The story significantly reflects the tone of suspense, like many of the stories
of Doyle.

The distinct features of the characters are striking. On one hand, where the protagonist appears to be impulsive,
the chauffeur proves himself'to be loyal, polite and extremely responsible.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The narrator reached the little country station at
(i) eleven (i) midnight

(iii) noon (iv) ten



(b) According to the narrator Hill is one of the worst hills in England.

(i) Clayton (i) Claystone
(i) Claystall (iv) Claytall
(¢) Perkins, the chauffeur was
(i) tensed (i) perfectly cool and alert
(i) highly annoyed (iv) exhausted
(d) Thenarratorhadtodrive  milesto reach home.
(1) ten (i) four
(i) five (iv) twenty

2. Answer the following questions within 15 words:
(a) Describe the big motor car that waited outside the country station.
(b) Why did Perkins suggest his master to jump?

3. Answer the following question within 150 words:

What happened after the car crash, as the narrator regained consciousness?



Lesson - 3

I Want to Write

Margaret Walker
About the poet:

Margaret Walker (1915 — 1998) was an American poet and writer. She was part of the African-American
literary movement in Chicago. Her notable works include the award-winning poem For My People and the
novel Jubileg, set in the South during the American Civil War. This book is considered notable in African-
American literature and Walker is an influential figure for younger authors. Walker became a literature professor
at what is today Jackson State University, a historically ‘Black’ college, where she taught from 1949 to 1979.
In 1968, Walker founded the Institute for the Study of History, Life, and Culture of Black People (now the
Margaret Walker Center).

Summary and Analysis:

This remarkable poem is a creative proclamation, that aims at encouraging the Aftricans to continue their battle
against the unjust society of white supremacy and rise above the odds of racial discrimination. Through this
literary manifesto, the poet targets at uniting people of Africa and African descent across the globe to encourage
pride in their diverse black folk culture and black aesthetic.

The poem begins with a declarative note where the poet wishes to be the voice of the marginalized, the African-
Americans. Despite being in the darkness of oppression, she encourages them to sing the soulful melodies. The
lucid visual imagery of their ‘sob-torn throats’ creates a moving picture in the minds of the readers. The poet’s
unflinching desire of framing black people’s dreams into poetic wonders and framing their souls into notes is an
attempt to help them develop their full human potential. In the concluding lines of the poem, the poet uses
multiple images of hope and perseverance, helping the black folks be triumphant against all forms of adversities
and making them realise the brilliance of their true potential. The poet wants the ‘dark hands’ to be instrumental
in the reawakening of mankind, into the era of a long-cherished dream of equal rights and opportunities.

The literary devices used in the poem include:

Imagery- Imagery is a literary device used in poems and various literary accounts to evoke a sensory experience
or create a picture with words for a reader. E.g. ‘sob-torn throats’, ‘dark hands’, ‘a mirrored pool’

Anaphora- Anaphora is the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of several successive clauses that
have different endings. E.g. ‘I want’

Metaphor- Metaphor, a Figure of Speech that implies comparison between two unlike entities, as distinguished
from Simile, an explicit comparison signalled by the words like or a=. E.g. ‘sunshine laughter’

Alliteration- Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition
of'the consonant sound at the beginning of words.



E.g. “fling dark hands to a darker sky
and fill them full of stars’
Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The poet wants to hear them
(i) singing melodies in the dark (i) talk loudly
(i) whisper their secrets (iv) weep
(b) ‘My people’ in the poem refers to
(i) the Americans (i) the victims ofracial discrimination
(iii) the Europeans (iv) the soldiers of the Civil War
(¢) The poet wishes to catch the
(1) nightingale bird (i) lastfloating vessel
(iii) last floating strains (iv) fleetingmoment
2. Answer the following question within 15 words:
What does the poet want to frame?
3. Answer the following question within 25 words:
Explain the imagery ‘sob-torn throats’ in reference to the poem ‘I Want to Write’.
4. Answer the following question within 150 words:

How does Margaret Walker use her voice to encourage her people to rise against all odds? — Discuss in
reference to the poem.



Lesson - 4

Seasons and Time

William Barnes
About the poet:

William Barnes (1801 — 1886) was an English poet, writer and philologist. Amongst his most noted books
of poetry are Poemsof Rural Lifein the Dorse Dial ect and Hwomely Rhymes. His poems are characterized
by a singular sweetness and tenderness of feeling, deep insight into humble country life and character, and an
exquisite feeling for local scenery.

Summary and Analysis:

The poetry reflects various facets of Nature, highlighting the pale and lifeless aspects of winter. According to the
poet, when the leaves start falling onto the ground in the dead of winter, the bright zeal of life and light escape as
fast as time through the sunlight. The wind also fails to survive in the cold boughs of the trees, bush or slope
because everything turns bleak during winter. The poet wishes to cross through the Thorndon Road and move
westwards to gain more strength, not letting his shoes get wet on the ground. According to him, when the span
of'the days will be longer, the trees will bear more glittering leaves. In the evening the daisies will fold up their
blossoms. The orchards with ripe fruits and fields with sun-begotten crops will bring delight to the people.

The poet enquires of the readers, which time do they like — whether the season of sowing the seeds, or the
season of growing crops. He further asks if they admire the time when the crops are being harvested, or the
season when the straw is lying on the ground. The poet paints a beautiful picture by asking if one admires a small
bright morning, a small-shaded afternoon, or a half-eaten moonlit night, when there are few footprints on the
ground.

The literary devices used in the poem include:

Alliteration- Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition
of'the consonant sound at the beginning of words.

E.g. “With leaves of a glittering greenness’
‘What season do you feel the fairest’
“The season of sowing or growing.’

Imagery- Imagery is a literary device used in poems and various literary accounts to evoke a sensory experience
or create a picture with words for areader. E.g. ‘shadowy orchard’, “glittering greenness’, ‘slant-lighted evening’,
‘tree-boughs’.

Personification- Personification is a figure of speech in which an object or an idea is given human attributes
and/or feelings or is spoken of as if it were human. Personification is a common form of metaphor where human
characteristics are attributed to nonhuman things. E.g. ‘The wind hurries keen through the sunshine’
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Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) Atthe beginning of the poem, the poetrefersto  season.
(1 autumn (i) winter
(i) summer (iv) monsoon

(b) The wind does not find any

(i) leaves (i) water droplets
(i) fruits (iv) vegetables
(c) “Withleaves of a glittering greenness’ — The Figure of Speech used here is
(1) Alliteration (i) Personification
(i) Simile (iv) Anaphora

2. Answer the following question within 15 words:
What shall daisies do in the evening?

3. Answer the following question within 25 words:
Why will the house-man be so delighted?

4. Answer the following question within 150 words:

How does the poet describe Nature in the poem ‘Seasons and Time’?



Lesson - 5

On the Way to Pretoria
M. K. Gandhi
About the author:

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869 — 1948) was one of the foremost leaders of Indian nationalist
movement in British rules India. He had great belief in non-violent freedom movement. In South Africa he led
the resident Indian community’s struggle against oppression and social exploitation. He was called ‘Mahatma’
worldwide for his selfless sacrifices and devotion to the nation. Gandhi was a prolific writer. He edited several
newspapers including Indian Opinion while staying in South Africa. He also wrote several pamphlets and
books like The Sory of My Experimentswith Truth, Satyagrahain South Africaetc. The above text is an
extract from M. K. Gandhi’s The Sory of My Experimentswith Truth, Chapter 8, translated by Mahadev
Desai.

Summary and Analysis:

The story is written as a First-Person narrative, from the perspective of Gandhiji. Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi was appointed to serve as legal counsel to a merchant Abdullah Sheth. He had to travel by train from
Durban to Pretoria in connection with his job. He was travelling in the First-Class Compartment and was
advised by Abdullah Sheth to be careful in the foreign land. As the train entered Maritzburg was asked by a
white passenger and several railway officials to leave the First-Class Compartment and shift to the van
compartment. He refused to do so. Thereafter, he was pushed forcibly out of the compartment and his luggage
was thrown on the platform. Having been left with his sole handbag, he was seated in the waiting room, shivering
the entire night. He did not approach the railway authorities who had possibly taken charge of his luggage. He
did not wish to be insulted by the white men any further. This event was a turning point in the life of Gandhiji and
he decided to stay back in South Africa and fight against the blatant injustice.

Later, Gandhiji formed the Natal Indian Congress in 1894. This organisation led non-violent protests against the
oppressive treatment of the white people towards the native Africans and Indians. In 1906, the Transvaal
Government sought to further restrict the rights of Indians, thus Gandhiji started his first campaign of Satyagraha,
or mass civil disobedience. After seven years of protest, he negotiated a compromise agreement with the South
African Government. Gandhiji had proved that nonviolent protests could be immensely successful.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) Thenarrator was travelling to
(1) Durban (i) Dublin

(iii) Pretoria (iv) Paris



(b) On the onset of his journey, the narrator was warned by

(i) Abdullah Sheth (i) Abdul
(i) Abdul Sheikh (@iv) Sethji

(c) was the capital of Natal.
(1) Dublin (i) Durban
(iii) Pretoria (iv) Maritzburg

(d) The narrator was asked to move to
(i) the Station Master’s office (i) van compartment
(i) First-Class Compartment (iv) the waiting room
Answer the following questions within 15 words:
(a) Why did Gandhiji refuse to book one bedding for himself?
(b) What did Gandhiji do the following morning, after being thrown out of the train?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

Describe in detail how Gandhiji faced ‘colour prejudice’ on his way to Pretoria.
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Lesson - 6

The Boy, the Dog and the Spaceship

Nicholas Fisk
About the author:

Nicholas Fisk, the pseudonym of David Higginbottom (1923 —2016), was a British writer of Science
Fiction, who wrote mainly for children. His works include Grinny, You Remember Me, Space Hostagesand
Trillions. His autobiography, Pig Ignorant covers the years of World War when he served in the Royal Air
Force. After the World War, Fisk worked as a musician, journalist and publisher. His most impressive work,
ARag, aBone, and aHank of Hair is a thrilling futuristic novel set at the end of the 22nd century. The given
text is adapted from his short story The boy, the dog and the spaceship.

Summary and Analysis:

The story revolves around two characters- Billy, a nine-year old boy and his beloved dog, Scamp. The story
belongs to the genre of Science Fiction, where a spaceship with an alien Captain, hits the surface of planet Earth.
As the story proceeds, the Captain, mesmerised by the riches of the planet desires to conquer Earth. He enters
the brain of Scamp and tries to control his actions. However, the Captain ends up being vanquished, with his
dream of conquering the planet being shattered.

This creation of Nicholas Fisk is a unique example of Science Fiction. Science Fiction is a “fictionalized story’
wherein the setting and plot are centered around technology, time travel, outer space, or scientific principles,
with or without the presence of aliens. Story elements are not found in the known universe and explained by
scientific means.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The spaceship landed on the surface of
(1) Earth (i) Jupiter
(i) Venus (iv) Pluto

(b) Inthe spaceship, the Captain scolded

(i) therailway engineer (i) the robot engineer
(i) aboy (iv) his friend
(¢) ___ wasanobedient dog.
@i Tommy @) Jerry
(i) Scamp (iv) Holly
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(d) Billy’s mother was calling him for
(1) supper (i) dinner
(ii)) lunch (iv) breakfast
Answer the following questions within 15 words:
(a) How did the Captain protect himself before hitting the surface of the Earth?
(b) Describe the special suit, the Captain was wearing.
Answer the following question within 150 words:

Why did the Captain wish to conquer the blue and green planet? What was the attempt made by him to
actualize his dream?
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Lesson - 7

Evening: Ponte Al Mare, Pisa
Percy Bysshe Shelley
About the poet:

Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792 — 1822) was one of the major English Romantic poets, famous for his immortal
lyrics. Aradical in his poetry as well as his political and social views, Shelley did not achieve fame during his
lifetime, but recognition for his poetry grew steadily following his death. Shelley is perhaps best known for
such poems as Ozymandias, Odeto the West Wind, To a Skylark, The Cloud and The Masque of Anarchy.
His other major works include long, visionary poems such a Queen Mab, Alastor, The Revolt of Islam,
Adonis and the visionary verse dramas The Cenci and Prometheus Unbound. The text is a part of a poem
published posthumously by Mrs. Shelley (1824).

Summary and Analysis:

The poet is drawing a beautiful picture of a peaceful evening at Pisa, a city in Italy. Shelley, being present at the
scene, gives a detailed description of the movements that he has been witnessing around him. There are several
creatures who are coming out of their shelter, in the blissful evening glee. The poem is beginning with a description
ofapleasant summer evening. As the swallows fall asleep, the bats are out in the grey air of summer. The toads
are out of their damp corner, ready to hunt for food. The poet observes that there are no ripples on the surface
of'the stream. It seems as if the stream is in its summer dream, with the mild breeze having no effect on it. Both
the grass and the shadow of the trees are dry, having no traces of dew. The blowing of the dry wind, the constant
spinning movement of the dust and straw, are clearly painting the picture of summer evening.

The last four lines of the poem draw a picture of hope in the minds of the readers. On the surface of the river, the
wrinkled image of the city is reflected. Although the city seems not to move, yet the river creates a constant
melody with its movement. The poet is optimistic of the eternal flow of the river and the trembling reflection of the
city, which will never fade away as long as the river is flowing.

The literary devices used in the poem include:
Oxymoron- Oxymoron is a figure of speech, pairing two words together that are opposing and/or contradictory.
E.g. ‘Immovably unquiet’.

Alliteration- Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition
of the consonant sound at the beginning of words. E.g. ‘The bats are flitting fast in the gray air’, ‘The slow soft
toads out of damp corners creep’.

Imagery- Imagery is a literary device used in poems and various literary accounts to evoke a sensory experience
or create a picture with words for a reader. E.g. ‘slow soft toads’, ‘damp corners’, ‘quivering surface of the
stream’, ‘wrinkled image of the city’.
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Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The city referred to in the poem is
(1) New York (i) Pisa
(i) London (iv) Paris

(b) The swallows are

(i) happy (i) awake
(iii) asleep (iv) sad
(c) The ‘evening’s breath’ refers to the
(i) stormynight (i) beauty of the city
(i) gentle breeze (iv) ceaseless flow of the river

2. Answer the following question within 15 words:

What are the bats doing?
3. Answer the following question within 25 words:

Where are the traces of dew not found, according to Shelley?
4. Answer the following question within 150 words:

How has the poet described summer in the poem ‘Evening: Ponte Al Mare, Pisa’?
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Lesson - 8

Night Journey
Theodore Roethke
About the poet:

Theodore Huebner Roethke (1908 — 1963) was an American poet who published several volumes of
critically acclaimed verse. He is widely regarded as among the most accomplished and influential poets of his
generation. Roethke’s work is characterized by its introspection, rhythm and natural imagery. He was awarded
with Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1954 for his book The\Waking. His other important works include Wordsfor
the Wind, The Far Field etc.

Summary and Analysis:

The poet is journeying towards the west. As the train is in motion, he is at ease, silently observing the peaceful
sky. The very train ride is a joyous one for the poet, as he is bustling through the land he adores the most. The
poetuses ‘imagery’ to paint a vivid picture of the scene, such as ‘bridges of iron lace’, ‘a suddenness of trees’
and ‘a lap of mountain mist.” He uses both images of manmade and natural objects next to each other, to create
a contrasting picture in the minds of the readers. Certain words and phrases are used quite strikingly, to evoke
physical sensations, such as — ‘rocks the earth’, ‘rush’, ‘rattles’, ‘jerk’ and ‘swing’. The iron bridge is symbolic
of'the bridge one builds in life, being distant from the loved ones, whereas the picture of mist creates a sense of
mystery and disillusioned path of one’s life. The journey of the train represents the journey of life, which is filled
with challenges, yet it is brave to move ahead and not succumb to difficulties.

The literary devices used in the poem include:

Alliteration- Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition
of'the consonant sound at the beginning of words. E.g. ‘A lap of mountain mist’, ‘My muscles move with steel’,
‘From dark to blazing bright’.

Imagery- Imagery is a literary device used in poems and various literary accounts to evoke a sensory experience
or create a picture with words for a reader. E.g. ‘rocks the earth’, ‘Bridges of iron lace’, ‘mountain mist’,
‘blazing bright’, ‘gullies washed with light’.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) Thetrainisjourneying towards the
(i) east (i) north

(i) west (iv) south
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(b) Thepoetis staring into the

(1) night (i) day

(i) mist (@iv) light
(c) Other passengers in the train are

(i) sleeping (i) crying

(i) talking (iv) eating

Answer the following question within 15 words:

What is rattling the ‘double glass’?

Answer the following question within 25 words:

‘All cross my line of sight’ — What does the poet refer to as “all’?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

Describe the enchanting view as observed by the poet.
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Lesson - 9

The Taste of Watermelon

Borden Deal
About the author:

Borden Deal (1922 — 1985) was a famous American novelist and short story writer. A prolific writer, Deal
wrote twenty-one novels and more than one hundred short stories. A major theme in his canon is man’s
mystical attachment to the earth and his quest for land, inspired by his family’s loss of property during the
period of the Great Depression. The majority of his work is set in the small hamlets of the South. His most
important stories are The Insolent Breed, Dunbar’s Cove, Bluegrassetc. The above text is an adaptation
from his famous short story The Taste of Watermelons.

Summary and Analysis:

The story is written as a First-Person Narrative, where the protagonist recalls the memories of his mischievous
boyhood days. Mr. Wills, an ardent farmer, grew ‘the greatest watermelon ever seen in that country’. It was his
seed melon, which Mr. Wills grew carefully, in order to plant the following year. The narrator and two of his
friends eyed on stealing the massive watermelon. One full moon night, the boys ended up relishing the juicy
watermelon. The story ends on a positive note, where the narrator, being a sixteen-year-old boy realised his
mistake and promised to help Mr. Wills to grow watermelons with the leftover seeds.

Mr. Wills is described as an angry man with fierce eyes; however, he is found to be extremely compassionate
and considerate at the end of the story, forgiving the narrator for his mistake. The story revolves around the
theme of guilt, honesty and bravery. The guilt of stealing Mr. Wills’ much adored watermelon did not let the
narrator be at peace. Upon realizing his fault, he did not hide in the shell of guilt, but confessed his mistake and
made an honest promise to Mr. Wills. The giant watermelon represented hope for Mr. Wills. By rectifying his
error, the narrator is shown to gain maturity and appear as a similar entity of “hope’ to the old farmer in the form
of seeds.

Textual questions:

Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The narrator was a year old boy.
@ 16 @ 13
(i) 12 @) 10
(b) The giant watermelon was grown by
(1) Mrs. Wills (i) Freddy
(i) Mr. Wills (iv) Gary
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3.

(¢c) Freddy Gray andJ. D. were the narrator’s
(1) enemies
(i) friends

(d) Upon realizing his mistake, the narrator felt
() happy
(i) elated

(i) relatives

(iv) cousins

(i) agitated
(iv) guilty

Answer the following questions within 15 words:

(a) Describe the appearance of Mr. Wills.

(b) What did the narrator and his friends decide to do one full moon night?

Answer the following question within 150 words:

What are the main conflicts experienced by the narrator in the story? — Write in detail in reference to the text.
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Lesson - 10

After Twenty Years
O. Henry
About the author:

O. Henry (1862 — 1910), the pseudonym of William Sidney Porter, was a prolific American short story
writer, well known for his wit, wordplay, warm characterization, and twist endings. Most of his stories are set
in his own time, the early 20th century. Many take place in New York City and deal for the most part with
ordinary people. O. Henry had an inimitable hand for isolating some element of society and describing it with
an incredible economy and grace of language. Some of his well-known stories are The Gift of the Magi, The
Last Leaf, The Cop and the Anthem, Jimmy Valentine etc. The above text is adapted from O. Henry’s
short story After Twenty Years.

Summary and Analysis:

‘ After Twenty Years’is a story about two friends, Jimmy Wells and Bob, who decide to take different course of
life and make a pact to meet at the same place after twenty years. Bob leaves New York, whereas Jimmy
decides to stay and ends up becoming a cop. In the opening scene a cop is found performing his duty diligently
in the deserted streets of New York in the evening. While patrolling he discovers a man standing in the doorway
of ahardware store. The man introduces himself'to be Bob and informs him that he is waiting for his friend Jimmy
Wells, who had promised to meet him at the very place twenty years ago. He goes on recalling his childhood
memories, describing unique features of his friend. While Bob lights his cigar, the cop takes note of his appearance,
quite keenly. As the cop leaves the scene, a man appears, introducing himself as Jimmy Wells. Bob notices some
changes in the physical features of his friend, who later reveals himself to be a cop and arrests Bob on certain
charges imposed by Chicago cops. He hands over a letter to Bob where the previous cop reveals his identity as
his beloved friend, Jimmy.

The master story teller, O. Henry has written this story as a Third Person Narrative. One striking feature of this
story is the contradiction between the two major characters, Bob, who is a wanted criminal in Chicago and
Jimmy Wells, a responsible cop. He prioritizes his role as a cop, and at the same time he values his friendship,
thus, not arresting his friend on his own. Another key feature of the story is, the surprise ending, where both Bob
and the readers are startled by the unique turn of events.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The story ‘After Twenty Years’is set in
(1) New York (i) New Jersey

(i) Atlanta (iv) San Francisco
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2.

3.

(b) Bob was waiting for his friend

(1) Jimmy Valentine (i) Timothy

(i) Jimmy Wells (iv) John Wells
(c) Bob’sscarfpinwas alarge

(1) sapphire (i) diamond

(i) pearl (iv) emerald
(d) Bobwas  yearsold when he left his city.

(i) eighteen (ii) thirteen

(i) twelve (iv) sixteen

Answer the following questions within 15 words:
(a) Describe the appearance of Bob.

(b) What was the pact made by two friends?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

Compare and contrast Bob and Jimmy’s characters in ‘After Twenty Years.’
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Lesson - 11

At The Railway Station, Upways
Thomas Hardy
About the poet:

Thomas Hardy (1840 — 1928) was a renowned English poet and novelist. Some of his famous novels are
Return of the Native, Under the Greenwood Tree and Mayor of Casterbridge. His collection of poetry
includes Wessex Poems and Other \er ses, Poems of the Past and the Present, Satires of the Circumstance
etc. He also wrote an epic drama The Dynasts.

Summary and Analysis:

The poem is written in simple, lucid form where three characters appear at a railway station. A handcuffed
convict is waiting for the arrival of the train along with a constable. A child, taking pity on the convict, offers to
play his violin. Both the handcuffed man and the constable smile at the boy and the convict gets lost in the
mesmerizing melody of the fiddle. He himself starts singing, being hopeful of his freedom.

The poem highlights a brief incident in the life of three distinct characters. The convict tastes momentary freedom
through the delightful music of the boy. The poem carries a tone of optimism for both, the boy and the handcuffed
man. The tune of the riddle gives solace to the confined heart of the man. The constable appears to be very
dutiful, yet considerate of situation of the convict. The poem emphasizes the concept of “‘carpe diem’.

Very subtly, the poem also carries the theme of spreading happiness to the people who are in distressed situation.
It is also evident that music and songs bring happiness to people.

The literary devices used in the poem include:

Alliteration- Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition
of'the consonant sound at the beginning of words. E.g. ‘With grimful glee’

Irony- Irony is a Figure of Speech that states a striking contrast between what is said and what is meant.
E.g. ‘There is not much that [ can do, For I’ve no money that’s quite my own!’
“This life so free Is the thing for me!”

Oxymoron- Oxymoron is a figure of speech, pairing two words together that are opposing and/or contradictory.
E.g. ‘grimful glee’
Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The convictand the constable were waiting for the
(i) train (i) bus
(i) jeep (iv) car
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(b) Theboy playeda

() guitar (i) violin
(iii) sitar (iv) harp
(c) Boththe constable and the convict
(1) were deaf (i) scolded the boy
(i) smiled at the boy (iv) argued with the boy

Answer the following question within 15 words:
What did the man in the handcuffs sing?

Answer the following question within 25 words:
How did the little boy help the man in the handcuffs?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

How did the convict try to seize the fleeting moment of liberty and peace? — Answer in reference to the poem.
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Lesson - 12

The Money Box

Robert Lynd
About the author:

Robert Wilson Lynd (1879 — 1949) was a famous Irish writer, who is remembered for his essays which he
wrote over a period of more than than forty years. These essays never fall below a high level of elegance and
fluency. His most famous essays include Forgetting, The Money Box, The Orange Tree, The Gold fish,
Rain Rain goto Spain etc. He used the pseudonym ‘Y.Y.” while writing for the New Satesman. The above
text is an adaptation from Lynd’s essay The Money Box.

Summary and Analysis:

The given text begins with an interesting conversation between the author and his niece, who is earnestly trying
to discover how to open her money box, before dropping a coin in it. The author puts forth his argument on the
importance of a money box to a child, he also recalls his childhood memories of the same. He talks about the
conflict between the desire to save and the desire to spend, in human psyche. According to the author, human
psyche consists of two selves. The first ‘self” wishes to save, whereas the second ‘self” focuses on spending. The
author brings out both the sides of saving money. According to him sacrificing one’s desires in the present for the
sake of future ‘saving’ is not a wise thought. On the other hand, he states that, there are few who enjoy saving for
the pleasure involved in it. The written account ends on a witty note, where a money-box is represented as a
“perilous gift’.

The sheer wit and humour in the text distinctively examine the problem of human psyche. The money box is
treated as a delusion of wealth. For many the will to spend something overpowers the desire to save. A child’s
intellect regarding the utility or futility of a money box has been vividly expressed. According to the author one
must learn the art of balancing between the saving and spending tendencies of oneself. Saving money is significant,
however it should not turn into obsession. Meaningful spending is far better than being extravagant.

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:

(a) Amoney-box was brought home by the author’s

(1) cousin (i) niece
(i) nephew (iv) friend
(b) Inhischildhood, the authorhada  asamoney-box.
(i) largetindrum (i) small wooden box
(i) small tin drum (iv) tiny copper container
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(¢) Theauthor’s  hasalways overpowered him.
(1) saving-self (i) sadness
(ii) intelligence (iv) spending-self
(d) The author never wished to deny himselfthe pleasure of a
(1) candy (i) cupoftea
(iii) chocolate bar (iv) cup of coffee
Answer the following questions within 15 words:
(a) What was the particular money that the author had saved?
(b) What does the author mean by ‘The only money-box of virtue’?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

“Obviously, each of us consists of two selves” — Explain the role of ‘two selves’ in reference to the text.
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Lesson - 13

Petals

Amy Lowell
About the poet:

Amy Lawrence Lowell (1874 — 1925) was an American poet of the imagist school from Brooklyn,
Massachusetts, who posthumously won the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1926. Though she sometimes wrote
sonnets, Lowell was an early adherent to the “free verse” method of poetry. She dispensed with line breaks,
so that the work looks like prose on the page. Her book Fir-Flower Poets was a poetical re-working of
literal translations of the works of ancient Chinese poets. Her writing also included critical works on French
literature. At the time of her death, she was attempting to complete her two-volume biography of John Keats.

Summary and Analysis:

The petals in the poem are used metaphorically, representing certain events in our lives, just like fragrance
representing fond memories. Life is compared to a stream, that is always flowing and moving forward, towards
the days of hope and dreams. ‘We’ in the poem refers to the entire human race, connecting the readers to the
universal experience of past and future. Just like a petal, human heart too is beautiful and fragile. The heart is in
full bloom at the beginning and it flows through the stream of time. In due course of time, the petals keep falling
off and they keep flowing, before getting disappeared forever, yet the fragrance lingers.

One must not be “freighted of hope” but be hopeful of all the efforts. No matter how many “petals” fall off, one
must stand up straight and take life head on with the lingering fragrance of one’s noble deeds.

The literary devices used in the poem include:

Alliteration- Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition
of the consonant sound at the beginning of words. E.g. ‘The flower fared forth, though its fragrance still stays.’

Metaphor- Metaphor, a Figure of Speech that implies comparison between two unlike entities, as distinguished
from Simile, an explicit comparison signalled by the words like or a=. E.g. ‘Life is a stream’; ‘Petal by petal the
flower of our heart’.

Imagery- Imagery is a literary device used in poems and various literary accounts to evoke a sensory experience
or create a picture with words for a reader. E.g. ‘Crimsoned with joy’; ‘the stream as it flows/Sweeps them
away’; ‘We scatter the leaves of our opening rose’

Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) Accordingto the poet, ‘Life’ isa
(1) fountain (i) stream
(i) pond (iv) lake
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(b) Wespread petal by petal,the ~ of our heart.
@) fruits (i) melody
(i) flower (iv) colours
(c) Oneiscrimsoned with
1 love (i) hope
(i) joy (iv) sadness
Answer the following question within 15 words:
According to the poet, what do we ‘scatter’?
Answer the following question within 25 words:
What does the poet mean by the phrase ‘its fragrance still stays’?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

How does the poet establish the theme of nostalgia and hope through the poem ‘Petals’?
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Lesson — 14
The Absent-minded Man

Jerome K. Jerome
About the author:

Jerome Klapka Jerome (1859 — 1927) was born in Staffordshire, England. He was an actor and teacher
before becoming a popular writer and humourist, best known for the comic travelogue Three Menin a Boat
(1889) which recounted an expedition on the Thames. He served as an editor of the publication Theldler and
wrote many other books like Three Men on the Brummel (a sequel to Three Menin a Boat), |dle Thoughts
of anldle Fellow, Second Thoughtsof an Idle Fellow etc. The above text is an adaptation from Jerome’s
An Absent minded Man.

Summary and Analysis:

This humorous tale is about an absent-minded man who is so forgetful that he ends up being in awkward
situations unintentionally, and at times makes it awkward for his acquaintances as well. The story is written as a
First-Person Narrative, where the reader is also made a prime character in the story. At the beginning we find
Mr. McQuae forgetting to turn up for dinner on a desired day. His forgetful nature troubles him all the more when
he himself'is the host and forgets to arrange for the lunch at his house-boat. At the end of the story, he is found
to be lost, unable to return to the lodging-house in Scarborough. However, the narrator comes to the rescue of
the absent-minded man. The antics of the protagonist and the comic elements of the story are noteworthy. Witty
representation of the eccentricities of the protagonist is one striking feature of Jerome K. Jerome’s writing style.

Textual questions:
Activity

1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:

(a) Mr. McQuae turned up for the dinner on

(1) Saturday (i) Friday

(i) Monday (iv) Tuesday
(b) Mr. McQuae invited some guests on lunch at his

(1) house-boat (i) ownvilla

(iii) apartment (iv) bungalow
(c) The narrator stopped for few days at

(i) Edinburgh (i) New Jersey

(i) New York (iv) Scarborough
(d) The narrator and Mr. McQuae took the help of a

(i) teacher (i) solicitor

(iii) policeman (iv) shopkeeper
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2.

Answer the following questions within 15 words:

(a) Whom did Mr. McQuae invite for lunch?

(b) Why according to everyone, it was difficult for Mr. McQuae to get married?
Answer the following question within 150 words:

How did Mr. McQuae fall into trouble in Scarborough? How did he finally come out of it?
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Lesson - 15

In A Disused Graveyard

Robert Frost

About the poet:

Robert Lee Frost (1874 — 1963) was an American poet who is highly regarded for his realistic depictions of
rural life. His work frequently employed settings from rural life in New England in the early twentieth century,
using them to examine complex social and philosophical themes. One of the most popular and respected
American poets of the twentieth century, Frost was honored frequently during his lifetime. His most important
publications include A Boy’sWII, North of Boston, Mountain Interval, WWest-Running Brook and Fireand
Ice. In total, there are total 30 collections Frost’s poem.

Summary and Analysis:

The poem carries a melancholic tone, where a graveyard is shown not in use any longer. However, the living
visitors often go to see the graves of their loved ones. The etchings on the tombstones bring the feeling of despair
and deep gloom to the miserable hearts of the living.

The verses on the gravestone warn the humans of their perishable fate, which they cannot escape. It is beyond
the understanding of the tombstones, why the dead bodies are not brought there anymore. The poet tricks the
stones by telling them that human beings hate to die and thus, they have stopped dying forever. The statement
made by the poet is ironical in nature, because one is destined to die and ‘shrinking’ from death in any form will
never save humankind from facing the evident. The brutality of truth lies in the very fact that, just like the
tombstones human beings are also living in the state of delusion, where they tend to forget death in the course of
living,

The literary devices used in the poem include:

Personification- Personification is a figure of speech in which an object or an idea is given human attributes
and/or feelings or is spoken of as if it were human. Personification is a common form of metaphor where human
characteristics are attributed to nonhuman things.

E.g. The tombstones are personified, in the way of thinking like human beings, where they wonder at the arrival

ofno dead bodies, and also questioning human beings, as to what they are ‘shrinking from’.
Irony- Irony is a Figure of Speech that states a striking contrast between what is said and what is meant.
E.g. “The graveyard draws the living still

But never anymore the dead.”

“The ones who living come today”’
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Textual questions:
Activity
1. Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives:
(a) The graveyard is situated
(1) onahill (i) onaplainland
(i) inadense forest (iv) near the poet’s house

(b) The ‘verses’ are written

(i) ontombstones (i) onthe walls of the church
(iii) in old manuscripts (iv) inabook
(¢) The triesto be clever with the tombstone.
(i) priest (i) monk
(i) boy (iv) poet

2.  Answer the following question within 15 words:
Why do the living beings visit the graveyard?

3. Answer the following question within 25 words:
What did the poet decide to tell the stones?

4. Answer the following question within 150 words:

Examine the element of Trony in reference to the poem ‘In A Disused Graveyard’.
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Transformation of Sentences

Read the following examples-

E.g.(1) Isn’tblood thicker than water? (Interrogative Sentence)

@

Q)]

@

(©))

)

™

Blood is thicker than water. (Assertive Sentence)
Similar Auxiliary Verb from Assertive Sentence is used to begin the question.
Everyone loves his own country. (Assertive Sentence)
Doesn’t everyone love his own country? (Interrogative Sentence)

Assertive Sentences that do not carry an Auxiliary Verb, are transformed into Interrogative
Sentences by providing Auxiliary Verbs according to the Tense of the sentence.

How sweetly the nightingale sings! (Exclamatory Sentence)
The nightingale sings very sweetly. (Assertive Sentence)

Subject and Verb of an Exclamatory Sentence are to be used as the Subject and Verb of Assertive
Sentence at the outset of the sentence.

What a beautiful sight! (Exclamatory Sentence)
Itis a very beautiful sight. (Assertive Sentence)

If the Exclamatory Sentence does not carry a Subject and a Verb, the Assertive Sentence of the
same meaning may begin with ‘It’.

Please give me a glass of water. (Imperative Sentence)
You are requested to give me a glass of water. (Assertive Sentence)

Imperative Sentences are transformed into Assertive Sentences by removing the sense of order,
command, advice, request etc. and by giving the sentence the form of a statement.

He is always punctual. (Affirmative Sentence)
He is never late. (Negative Sentence)

Affirmative Sentences are transformed into Negative Sentences with certain modifications like
using words as ‘not’, ‘no’, ‘never’, ‘none’, ‘nothing’ etc. without making any changes in the meaning.

She did not accept the proposal. (Negative Sentence)

She rejected the proposal. (Affirmative Sentence)

Negative Sentences are transformed into Affirmative Sentences by removing words like ‘not’,
‘no’, ‘never’, ‘none’, ‘nothing’ etc. without making any changes in the meaning.

33



(8) Icansay confidently. (Adverb)
I can say with confidence. (Adjective)

- Asentence can also be transformed by changing the Part of Speech of the of the said word into
another without changing its meaning.

(9) He could not come on account of his illness. (Simple Sentence)
He could not come because he was ill. (Complex Sentence)

- A Simple Sentence can be changed into a Complex Sentence by expanding a word or a phrase
into a Subordinate or Dependent Clause which may be a Noun Clause, an Adjective Clause or an
Adverb Clause.

(10) I could not come on account of my illness. (Simple Sentence)
I'wasill, so I could not come. (Compound Sentence)

- ASimple Sentence can be changed into a Compound Sentence by expanding a word or a phrase
into a Main Clause, and the two clauses are joined by a Coordinating Conjunction.

(11) He is so weak that he cannot walk. (Complex Sentence)
He is too weak to walk. (Simple Sentence)

- A Complex Sentence can be change into a Simple Sentence by contracting the Subordinate Clause
(Noun Clause, Adjective Clause and Adverb Clause) into words or phrases.

(12) Although he is my neighbour, I do not talk to him. (Complex Sentence)
He is my neighbour but I do not talk to him. (Compound Sentence)

- A Complex Sentence can be changed into a Compound Sentence by replacing the Subordinate
Clause with a Main Clause and adding a Coordinating Conjunction.

Exercise - 1
Do as directed-
(a) Thisismy grandfather’s house. (Change into a Complex Sentence)
(b) I'was pleased with him for his honesty. (Change into a Compound Sentence)
(c) Will the glory of Bengal ever fade? (Change into an Assertive Sentence)
(d) He was not present in the class. (Change into an Affirmative Sentence)
(e) He gave aprompt answer. (Use ‘promptly’)
() Itwasvery strange. (Change into an Exclamatory Sentence)
(g) Hedid the work enthusiastically. (Replace by Noun)

(h) Do you know what his name is? (Change into a Simple Sentence)
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Synthesis of Sentences

1. Two or more simple sentences can be joined into a single Simple Sentence:

A. By using Participle:

The thief saw the police. He ran away.
Seeing the police, he ran away.

He was tired. He fell asleep.

Being tired he slept for an hour.

B. By using an Infinitive:

I have a car. I want to sell it.
I have a car to sell.
Rima is weak. She cannot play.

Rima is too weak to play.

C. By using an Adverb or Adverbial Phrase:

He failed. It was unfortunate.

Unfortunately, he failed.

The sun set. They had not finished their journey.

Thy had not finished their journey by sunset.

D. By using an Absolute Phrase:

The sun set. We prayed to God.
The sun having set, we prayed to God.
The bell rang. The lessons began.

The bell having rung, the lessons began.

E. By using a Noun or a Phrase in apposition:

Kolkata was once the capital of India. It is the birth place of Tagore.
Kolkata, once the capital of India, is the birth place of Tagore.
This is my friend. Her name is Rima.

This is my friend, Rima.
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By using a Preposition with a Gerund:

He worked hard. He did not take rest.
He worked hard without taking rest.

He found the brush. He started painting.
On finding the brush, he started painting.

Exercise - 1

Combine the following Simple Sentences into a single Simple Sentence:

1.

S AT AN o g

I have to support my family. I want to find a job.

This is my sister. Her name is Riya.

I'saw the fox. It was chasing a rabbit.

He found the river. He started drinking water.

I'will win the trophy. That is certain.

I have some work. I must do it tonight.

Two or more Simple Sentences are joined into a single Compound Sentence:

By using Cumulative Conjunctions (both- and, not only- but also)

He s intelligent. He is hardworking.
He is both intelligent and hardworking.
He is sweet. He is smart.

He is not only sweet, but also smart.

By using Adversative Conjunctions (but, still, yet, nevertheless, however)

Heis slow. He is steady.
He is slow but steady.
He is akid. He is mature.

He is akid yet matured.

By using Alternative Conjunctions (or, either... or, neither... nor)

Read the book. Listen to the song.
Either read the nook or listen to the song.
I do not listen to the radio. I do not watch television.

Neither do I listen to the radio nor watch television.
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D. By using illative conjunctions (therefore, for, so, as, because, since)
e Hesaved the child. He was rewarded.
He was rewarded as he saved the child.
e Itrained hard. The roads got flooded.

The roads got flooded since it rained hard.

Exercise - 2
Join the following Simple Sentences into a single Compound Sentence:
1. The path was long. The wind was cold.
2. Do not be a borrower. Do not be a lender.
3. Itwasacold night. We ventured out.
4. Heisworking hard. He will perform well.
3. Two or more Simple Sentences are joined into a single Complex Sentence:
A. By using Noun Clause
e  He has helped me. I cannot forget it.
I cannot forget that he has helped me.
e  Hesays something. There is much truth in that.
There is much truth in what he says.
e HadIlearnt my lesson? My teacher asked me that.
My teacher asked me whether I had learnt my lesson.
e He was awarded a prize. The news was false.
The news that he was awarded a prize was false.
B. By using Adjective Clause
e A manwaskilled in the accident. I could identify him.
I could identify the man who was killed in the accident.
e  The soldiers fought bravely. They were defeated at last.
The soldiers who fought bravely were defeated at last.
C. By using Adverb Clause
e  Weeat. We wish to live.

We eat so that we may live.
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e  Thisis the garden. The most beautiful flowers grow here.

This is the garden where the most beautiful flowers grow.

Exercise - 3

Join the following pairs of sentences into Complex Sentences:

L.
2.
3.

A good education is essential for success in life. He believes this. (Use Noun Clause)
The slave had to fight with a hungry lion. The lion was kept in a cage. (Use Adjective Clause)
He got the first prize. He was happy. (Use Adverb Clause)

Exercise - 4

Join the following pairs of sentences into a single sentence as directed:

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

This is the man. He attacked me. (Complex Sentence)

The Governor decided to pardon the criminal. The criminal had not been proven guilty. (Compound Sentence)
The sea was smooth. We went for a sail. (Simple Sentence)

He was wealthy. He was not contented. (Complex Sentence)

He has many friends. He also has several enemies. (Compound Sentence)

He knocked at the gate. He demanded admission. (Simple Sentence)
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Analysis of Sentences

Read the following sentences:
1. Unless he goes to the market, he will not find a cake of soap.
2. Itwas Rita who knew that her friend was sick.

In sentence 1, the Principal Clause is ‘he will not find a cake of soap.” The Dependent Clause is ‘unless he goes
to the market.” The Dependent Clause modifies the Verb ‘find’ by expressing a condition. Therefore, the Dependent
Clause is an Adverb Clause of Condition.

In sentence 2, the Principal Clause is ‘It was Rita.” The first Dependent Clause is ‘who knew’. The second
Dependent Clause is ‘that her friend is sick.” The first Dependent Clause modifies the Noun ‘Rita’. Therefore, it
is an Adjective Clause. The second Dependent Clause is the object of the Verb ‘knew’. Therefore, it is a Noun
Clause.

In analysing a Complex sentence, the following points are to be noted:
(1) Identification of the Principal Clause.
(i) Identification of the Dependent Clause or Clauses.
(i) Showing how each Dependent Clause is related to the Principal Clause.
(iv) Identifying each Dependent Clause as Noun Clause, Adjective Clause or Adverb Clause.
Exercise - 1
Analyze the following Complex Sentences:
1. Theroads are slippery when it rains.
2. Wewent home because it was late.
3. Whenever itrains, I like to wear my blue coat.
4. Bobby’s cat, that ate the mouse, had a stomach ache.
I know that patience has its limits.
Read the following sentences carefully:
1. The sunrose and the fog disappeared.
2. You must not be late or you will be fined.

In sentence 1, there are two Principal Clauses. The first Principal Clause is ‘The sun rose’ and the second
Principal Clause is ‘the fog disappeared’. These two Principal Clauses are joined by the Conjunction ‘and’.

In sentence 2, there are two Principal Clauses. The first Principal Clause is ‘“you must not be late’. The second
Principal Clause is “you will be fined’. The two Principal Clauses are joined by the Conjunction ‘or’.
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In analyzing a Compound Sentence, the following points are to be noted:
1) Identification of the Principal Clauses.
2) Identification of the Conjunction.

Note: In the sentence ‘I came, I saw, I conquered’, there are three Principal clauses - ‘I came,” ‘I saw’, ‘I
conquered’. These three Principal Clauses are joined by commas (,) that do the work of Conjunctions.

Exercise - 2
Analyze the following Compound Sentences:
1. Thaveto goto work but I am unwell.
2. Everyone was busy, so I went to the movie alone.
3. Thebell rang and the music began.
4. Sheis famous, yet she is very humble.
5

Tom must work hard or he will fail.
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Reporting a Conversation

Read the following conversation carefully:
“Youdon’t seem in a very good temper,” said Gortsby.

“You wouldn’t be in a good temper if you were in the fix I’'m in,” the young man said. He further added, “T’ve
done the silliest thing I've ever done in my life.”

“Yes?”” said Gortsby.

“Come up this afternoon, meaning to stay at the Patagonian Hotel in Berkshire Square,” continued the young
man. “When I got there, [ found that it had been pulled down some weeks ago and a cinema theatre runs up on
the site.”

The above conversation can be reported in the following way:

Gortsby told the young man that he did not seem to be in a very good temper. The young man retorted that
Gortsby would also not be in a good temper had he been in the fix he was in. He further continued that he had
done the silliest thing in his life. To Gortsby’s enquiry, the young man dejectedly said that he had come up that
afternoon meaning to stay at the Patagonian Hotel but when he had gone there, he had found that it had been
pulled down some weeks ago and a cinema theatre had been running on the site.

Following rules are to be used while reporting a conversation:

To change from Direct to I ndirect Speech:

e  Remove the quotation marks when reporting in Indirect Speech.

e  Remove the comma when reporting in Indirect speech

e  Reported verbs like ‘asked’, ‘replied’, ‘suggested’, ‘enquired of”, ‘retorted’, ‘exclaimed’ etc. are to be used.
e  The moods of the speeches should be reflected in the Reported Speech.

e  Reported Speech has the word ‘that” after the Reporting Verb.

e In Direct Speech if the Reporting Verb is in Past Tense then the Tense of the Main Verb of the Direct
Speech changes into the corresponding Tense in Indirect form as follows:

Reporting Verb Direct Speech Indirect Speech

1. Simple Past Simple Present Simple Past

2. Simple Past Present Continuous Past Continuous

3. Simple Past Present Perfect Past Perfect

4.  Simple Past Present Perfect Continuous Past Perfect Continuous
5. Simple Past Simple Past Past Perfect

6.  Simple Past Past Continuous Past Perfect Continuous
7. Simple Past Simple Future Past
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e  Change of Pronouns:
I=He/She, We=They, Your=his’her, My=his’her, = Me=him/her, Our=their

e Change of Adverb and Adverb Phrases (Time Expression)

Direct Speech | Indirect Speech Direct Speech | Indirect Speech

Now Then Next year The following year/ the year after

Here There Lastyear The previous year

Today That day Ago Before

Yesterday The day before/ the previous day | A year ago A year before

Tomorrow The next day/ the day after/

the following day

e Assertive Sentence:
1. Ifthe Reporting Verb is in Present Tense/Future Tense, then the Tense of the Indirect Speech does not
change.

Eg. Biplab says, “I take tea.”

Eg.

Eg

Biplab says that he takes tea.

Biplab will say, “I took tea.”

Biplab will say that he took tea.

Ifthe Reporting Verb is in Past Tense, then the Tense of the Indirect Speech will change.

“I will wait for you” I said to her.

1 told her that I would wait for her.

Sidda said, “I can touch the moon from the coconut tree.”

Sidda said that he could touch the moon from the coconut tree.

Ifthe Direct Speech talks about any universal truth, scientific truth, historic truth or any regular habit,

then even if the Reporting Verb is in the Past Tense, then the Tense of the Indirect Speech remains the

same.

The teacher said, ‘Man is mortal’

The teacher said that Man is mortal.

The teacher said, “The earth is round.”

The teacher said, that the earth is round.
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Interrogative Sentence:

Question mark at the end of the sentence will be replaced by full stop.

1.

In case of Wh-Questions:

Reporting verb said will change to asked/enquired of

The Wh word at the beginning of the direct speech becomes the linker

Eg.

Eg.

Eg.

1.

The Swallow said to the Prince, “Why are you weeping?”’

The Swallow asked the Prince why he was weeping

John said to Shelley, “How did you describe the clouds?”’

John asked Shelley how he had described the clouds.

In case of Yes-No Questions:

Reporting Verb said will change to asked/enquired of

In Indirect speech if/ whether is used

The teacher said to the student, “Did you go to school?”

The teacher asked the student if/whether he had gone to school.
In case of will you/ can you, it will change to would you/could you according to the meaning of the sentence
Ruby said to me, “Will you come home tomorrow?”

Ruby asked me if I would go home the next day.

Imperative Sentence:

Use of Reporting verb:

Reporting verb said (to) changes to ordered, requested, advised as required.

Eg.

2.

Eg.

Mother said to me, “Do not tell a lie.”

Mother advised me not to tell a lie.

—The teacher said to the students, “Go to class immediately.”
The teacher ordered the students to go to class immediately.
—Rupa said to her mother, “please allow me to see the movie.”
Rupa requested her mother to allow her to see the movie.
Imperative Sentences with ‘Let’:

Suman said to me, “Let us play football.”
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Suman proposed to me that we should play football.

- Sima said to me, “Let me have your hat.”

Sima requested me that she might have my hat.

-The children said, “Let us travel by air”.

The children suggested that they should travel by air.
e Exclamatory sentence:

The following changes need to be made when reporting Exclamatory sentences:

Direct Speech Reported Speech Direct Speech Reported Speech

How Very, great, indeed Bravo Applauded/praised

What a/an Avery, a great, indeed a/an | Alas Exclaimed in sorrow/grief
Good morning Wished good morning Hurrah Exclaimed injoy

Good bye Bid/say goodbye Thank you Thanked+ personal object

Eg - Hesaid: “How happy I am!”
He exclaimed in joy that he was very happy
-They said, “What a beautiful sight!”
They exclaimed with delight that it was a very beautiful/indeed a beautiful sight.
- The man said, “Alas! I have lost everything.”
The man exclaimed in sorrow that he had lost everything.
-Mr. Tripathi said, “Thank you, Mr. Saha.”
Mr. Tripathi thanked Mr. Saha.
-Prof. Ghosh said to me, “Good Morning.”
Prof. Ghosh wished me good morning.
e  Optative Sentence:
To change Optative sentences from Direct Speech to Indirect Speech the reporting verb should be wish or pray.
Eg. — Hesaid, “May you stay fit.”
He wished that I might stay fit.
—The Headmaster said to us, “May God bless you.”

The Headmaster prayed that God might bless us
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Exercise
Report the following conversations:

1. “Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “‘will younot stay with me one night and be my messenger?
The boy is so thirsty and the mother is so sad.”

“I don’t think I like boys,” answered the Swallow.

But the Happy Prince looked so sad that the little Swallow was sorry. “Itis very cold here,” he said; “but [ will
stay with you for one night, and be your messenger.”

“Thank you, little Swallow,” said the Prince.

2. “Good morning, Madam,” said Holmes cheerfully. “My name is Sherlock Holmes. This is my friend, Dr.
Watson, before whom you can speak freely. But first I shall order you a cup of hot coffee, for I see that you are
shivering.”

“It is not cold which makes me shiver,” said the woman in a low voice.

“What is it then?”

“It is fear, Mr. Holmes. It is terror.”
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Figures of Speech

Read the following sentences carefully:
1. Your eyes are the windows of your soul.
2. The expression on the king’s face was as cold as ice.

- The above sentences are examples of Rhetorical expressions. The term ‘rhetoric’ refers to language that is
used to inform, persuade, or motivate readers. Rhetoric uses language to appeal to one’s emotions, adding
beauty to the entire idea.

The use of different types of rhetorical or ornamental expressions make language more effective. Different types
of rhetorical devices are known as Figures of Speech.

Figures of Speech-

1. Figures of Speech based on similarity: Simile and Metaphor

2. Figures of Speech based on perception of human attributes: Personification
3. Figures of Speech based on sound: Alliteration

1. Figures of Speech based on similarity

Read the following sentences carefully:

(1) Helooks like a fish out of water.

(i) My love for this country is as deep as the ocean.

-In the two sentences, the words — ‘like’ and ‘as’ are used for comparison. In sentence (i) ‘He’ is compared to
‘a fish out of water’. Similarly, in sentence (ii) ‘My love for this country’is compared to the depth of ‘the ocean’.

The Figure of Speech, where two things are directly compared by using the word ‘as’ or ‘like’ because they
share a common feature, is known as Simile. Hence, in sentence (i) and (ii), the Figure of Speech that is used is
the Simile.

The following are the essential elements of a Simile:
e  The similarity between the two things must be distinctly stated by using the words ‘as’, ‘like’, ‘such’, ‘so’ etc.

e  The two things compared in a Simile must be different in kind. For example, any general comparison
between Alexander and Napoleon is not a Simile, but the comparison between Napoleon and a meteor is
a Simile. E. g. Napoleon swept over France like a meteor.

Read the following sentences carefully:
(i) Franklin has a heart of gold.

(iv) Mary’s voice is music to my ears.
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-In the above sentences, there are comparisons made between two things, without using ‘as’ or ‘like’. The
comparisons are therefore implicit. In sentence (iii) Franklin’s ‘heart’is compared to ‘gold’, whereas in sentence
(iv) ‘Mary’s voice’ is compared to ‘music’. Such implicit comparisons are known as Metaphor. Thus, Metaphor
differs from a Simile only in form, not in substance. It is more pleasing and lively mode of expression than a
Simile.

Exercise - 1
Identify which of the following sentences are Similes or Metaphors:
(1) Heisas fierce as a tiger.
(i) He’sawalking Encyclopaedia.
(i) Swords of rain stabbed the earth.
(iv) The shadows of clouds charge down the street like horses.
(v) The musicians spun great webs of sound.
2. Figures of Speech based on perception of human attributes
Read the following sentences carefully:
(1) The sun peeked happily from behind the cloud.
(i) The truth laughed at the face of the convict.
(i) The dog spoke to his master.

-In the above three sentences an inanimate object (i.e. ‘The sun’), an abstract idea (i.e. ‘truth’) and an animal
(i.e. ‘dog’) are given the attributes of a human being. The non-human objects are portrayed in such a way that
we feel they have the ability to act like human beings. Hence, the Figure of Speech used here is called
Personification.

Personification makes a piece of writing more vivid and descriptive. It is also used in order to better assist the
reader in understanding the written account and make the particular piece of writing more original and unique in
nature.

3. Figures of Speech based on sound
Read the following sentences carefully:

(1) Mathew met Michael at the moor.

(i) Busy buzzing, the bee behaved beautifully.
(i) Claire, close your cluttered closet.

-In the above sentences, the initial consonant sounds keep repeating (E. g. ‘B’ in sentence ‘ii’). When a series of
words in a row or close to a row have the same consonantal sounds, it is known as Alliteration. Tolkien
observed that alliteration “depends not on letters but on sounds.” Thus, the phrase ‘know nothing’ is alliterative
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but ‘climate change’ is not. It is important to note that Alliteration is the repetition of sounds, not just letters.
Alliterative words do not have to be right next to each other. Other words may appear between them.

Exercise - 2

Identify the Figures of Speech in the following sentences:
(1) Go and gather the green leaves on the grass.

(i) The sign on the door insulted my intelligence.

(i) Kim came to help us cut out a colourful kite for Chris.

(iv)
(v) The sunflowers hung their heads.
(iv)

Phrasal Verbs and Idiomatic Expressions

Paula planted the pretty pink poppies in the pot.

The school bell called us from outside.

Read the following sentences carefully:
1. Hetook off his jacket.
The robbers broke in at night.

We could not get at the truth.

Eal A

She cannot put up with such insults.

-In the sentences above, the Verbs (took, broke, get, put) carry an Adverb (i.e. off), a Preposition (i.e. at) or an
Adverb-Preposition combination, forming a particular meaning together.

This combination of a verb and an adverb or preposition, forming a particular meaningful unit in a sentence is
called Phrasal Verb.

Exercise - 1

Match the following Phrasal Verbs with their meanings:

Phrasal Verbs Meanings
bear with abandon/leave/shun
run after tolerate
work out abolish
giveup hate/scorn at
do away with chase
look down upon meet by chance
come across solve
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Exercise - 2

Complete the following sentences using the correct forms of the Phrasal Verbs given in the list below:

1. Thenoticewillbe  forpublic.

2. Theyshould  theloss.

3. Youshould  adictionary for the meaning of the word.
4. Heistryingto  anew business.

5. Hehas  intodebts.

6. Mysister  my petsinmy absence.

List: look up, run into, set up, look after, put up, make up

Read the following sentences carefully:

1. The arrest of the union leaders added fuel to fire.

2. Mr. Menon rose to address the audience but cut a sorry figure.

3. Hetried his best to prove that he was innocent, but his arguments cut no ice.

In sentence 1, the expression ‘added fuel to fire’ means to give another causefor anger’.

In sentence 2, the expression ‘cut a sorry figure’ means to createabadimpression’.

In sentence 3, the expression ‘cutno ice’means tofail toimpress'.

-The expressions ‘added fuel to fire’, ‘cut a sorry figure’, and ‘cut no ice’ are Idiomatic expressions.

An idiomatic expression is a Phrase where the words taken together have a meaning that is different
from the dictionary definition of the individual words.

Exercise - 3
Identify the idiomatic expressions in the following sentences and write their meanings:
1. The ministers had to eat their words and withdraw the strike.
By closing the factory the management has got into hot water.
We must act carefully so that others do not get wind of our plans.
He went through fire and water to make his dreams come true.
The interview was only an eyewash, as they have already chosen a candidate.
They raised a hue and cry when they saw the thief escape.

One of my friends proved a good Samaritan.

® N kv

Most Indians are still living from hand to mouth.
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Précis Writing
Read the following passage carefully:

In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole filled with the ends of worms and an oozy
smell, not yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to eat; it was a hobbit-hole, and that
means comfort.

It had a perfectly round door like a porthole, painted green, with a shiny yellow brass knob in the exact middle.
The door opened on to a tube-shaped hall like a tunnel: a very comfortable tunnel without smoke, with panelled
walls, and floors tiled and carpeted, provided with polished chairs, and lots and lots of pegs for hats and coats.
The hobbit was fond of visitors. The tunnel wound on and on, going fairly but not quite straight into the side of the
hill. The Hill, as all the people for many miles round called it, had many little round doors opened out of it, first on
one side and then on another. No going upstairs for the hobbit: bedrooms, bathrooms, cellars, pantries (lots of
these), wardrobes (he had whole rooms devoted to clothes), kitchens, dining-rooms, all were on the same floor,
and indeed on the same passage. The best rooms were all on the left-hand side, for these were the only ones to
have windows, deep-set round windows looking over his garden, and meadows beyond, sloping down to the
river. (233 words)

The above passage can be written in a precise manner:
The hobbit-hole

In a hole in the ground lived a hobbit. The door had a round hole which opened into a smokeless tunnel. The
tunnel went into the side of a hill. Many little round doors opened out of the hill. All the rooms were on the same
floor. The best rooms were all on the left-hand side. These had round windows overlooking gardens, meadows
and the river. The hobbit was fond of visitors. (76 words)

While writing a précis of a given passage the following points are to be followed:

e  To begin with, the passage must be read well to get the general meaning.

e  The passage must be re-read carefully to identify the important information.

e  The important points should then be organised to form a concise version of the given passage.

e Asfaraspossible one’s own language has to be used.

e  Colloquial expressions, figures of speech, examples, spurious information should be avoided.

e  Arough draft of the précis must precede the final draft.

e  The précis should be one-third the length of the given passage.

e  The précis must carry a suitable title.

Thus, Précis writing means bringing out the gist of the given passage in as few words as possible, discarding all

redundant matter in the process, and retaining only that which is essential to the central theme.
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Exercise

Read the following passages and make a précis of each:

1)

2)

Vidyasagar was a man of great charity. Here is an instance. One day on his way home he came across a
Brahmin who seemed to be in great distress. He was so struck with his own appearance of sorrow that he
asked him what the matter was. At first the Brahmin would say nothing. But on being repeatedly pressed,
he at last said that he had borrowed some money for his daughter’s marriage. As he had not been able to
repay the loan on due date, the lender had filed a case against him. He would soon be turned out of his
home. Vidyasagar asked the Brahmin’s name and all about the case against him, and then went away. Next
day Vidyasagar went to the court, made enquiries and paid down the whole amount, asking the judge not
to tell his name. How great must have been the Brahmin’s joy when he came to know this. How he must
have blessed his unknown benefactor. (164 words)

History is an account of the past. We must read History because of the fact that we cannot understand the
present without reference to the past. If we read History merely as an account of events or a catalogue of
facts with dates we only skip over the outer surface of History. The proper study of History consists of
going deep into its inner meaning. It does not consist in simply knowing what took place in the past but in
understanding how the past has a connection with what is happening to us now. We should learn from
History how to avoid the evils that brought the misfortunes in the past. We should also learn from it the path
that leads us to progress and prosperity. This is the real purpose of reading History. (134 words)
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Paraphrasing a Poem

Read the following poem carefully:

We are as Clouds
-P. B. Shelley

I
We are as clouds that veil the midnight moon;
How restlessly they speed, and gleam, and quiver,
Streaking the darkness radiantly! yet soon

Night closes round, and they are lost forever—

I
Or like forgotten lyres, whose dissonant strings
Give various response to each varying blast,
To whose frail frame no second motion brings

One mood or modulation like the last.

m
We rest—A dream has power to poison sleep;
We rise—One wandering thought pollutes the day;
We feel, conceive or reason, laugh or weep,

Embrace fond woe, or cast our cares away—

v
It is the same! —For, be it joy or sorrow,
The path of its departure still is free;
Man’s yesterday may ne’er be like his morrow;

Nought may endure but Mutability.
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Now let us rewrite the poem in prose form:
Stanza 1 (lines 1-4)

We are like the clouds that cover the midnight moon. These clouds are continuously in motion. They move fast,
shine and tremble in the radiance of the moon. The dark sky glimmers with their streaks. But once the night is
over and the moon is lost, they are invisible. Human life is also short and transient like the clouds.

Stanza 2 (lines 5-8)

Next, human life is compared to forgotten lyres. Each person is different from the other as each blast of wind
produces its own note. Two notes are never alike. Every person experiences a certain situation differently from
the other. Moods and modulation of each human being is different.

Stanza 3 (lines 9-12)

We lie down to take rest but a single bad dream is enough to spoil our sound sleep. We wake up but one sad
thought can harm our happy state of mind. Our emotions, ideas, feelings, joys, woes, reasoning are all temporary
and different from others.

Stanza 4 (lines 13-16)

Everything is transient on earth. We almost always experience different kinds of joys and sorrows; of course, we
can never have our todays exactly like our yesterdays. But they are the same at one point, in being transient.
Nothing remains unchanging except mutability.

The entire poem is put into prose form, by changing all keywords. However, at the same time, all original ideas
and images have been retained. This is called Paraphrasing a poem.

While paraphrasing a poem, remember:

e  Aparaphrase is a restatement or re-wording of a text that retains the basic meaning in another form. A
paraphrase often clarifies the original statement by putting it into words that are more easily understood.

e  We must take into account what the poet’s words and phrases mean in relation to each other.

e A paraphrase will never try to offer an opinion as to what the words in the poem might symbolise or what
the figurative meaning might be.

e A paraphrase considers every phrase in the poem. It is almost always longer than the original.

e A paraphrase also stays in the same voice as the poem. It never contains phrases like ‘the poet says that’ or
change first person(‘I”) to third person (‘he’ or ‘she”). So, if the poem says ‘I travelled lonely as cloud’, the
paraphrase would be like this: ‘I travelled alone like a cloud’.

e A paraphrase must read naturally and smoothly like a well-constructed prose piece.

Thus, the goal in paraphrasing a poem is to clarify the content by re-seeing and re-creating each word in every
line. A good paraphrase never merely repeats parts of the original using the same words. It might reorder the
lines slightly to improve understanding.
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Exercise
Paraphrase the following poems:
1.
My Heart Leaps Up
My heart leaps up when I behold
A rainbow in the sky:
So was it when my life began;
Soisitnow I am a man;
So be it when I shall grow old,
Or let me die!
The Child is father of the Man;
And I could wish my days to be
Bound each to each by natural piety.
-William Wordsworth
2.
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
Whose woods these are I think [ know.
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake

The darkest evening of'the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep

Of easy wind and downy flake.
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The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.
-Robert Frost

Essay Writing

The word ‘essay’ literally means an attempt; and hence ‘essay’ is the name given to the form of composition
which is a short attempt to write on a given subject. It focuses on one general topic and expresses the opinion or
experiences of the writer.

An essay must include “a suitable title’ and also three well-defined paragraphs, such as-
(i) anintroduction

(i) abody

(ili) a conclusion

The following are the different types of essays-

Descriptive Essay

Reflective Essay

Argumentative Essay

Narrative Essay

A O

Expository Essay
Descriptive Essay

A descriptive essay describes something - a person, an event, a place or a personal experience in detail. The
purpose of this essay is to provide enough detail about the topic to enable the reader to picture it. For example,
essays attempted on topics like — “A Visit to a Museum’, “Your Favourite Gadget’, ‘A Street Quarrel’ etc. are
descriptive essays.

It is important to remember that-

(i) the subject matter should be clearly defined in the introduction.

(i) the description should be coherent and the specific focus of the topic should be maintained.
(iii) personal feeling and opinions are to be incorporated, where required.

(iv) the style should be simple, direct and clear.
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Reflective Essay

A reflective essay is written in a way to make the reader think deeply about the contained topic (which can often
be abstract ideas like nature, time, happiness, family etc.) and contain the author’s feelings and emotions on the
subject. For example, essays on topics like ‘Dowry System-A Social Evil’, ‘Punctuality’ ‘Respect for Elders’
etc. are generally reflective in style and manner.

It is important to remember that-

(1) Reflective essay must begin within an introduction that contains both a hook and a thesis statement. The
point of having a ‘hook” is to gain the attention of the reader from the very beginning. The exciting aspects
of'the content must be portrayed in the initial paragraph. The thesis statement must be a brief summary of
the focus of the essay.

(i) Inthe body of the reflective essay, lay out the important elements of your experience. Ensure the body of
your reflective essay is well focused and contains appropriate critique and reflection. The body should not
only summarise your experience, it should explore the impact that the experience has had on your life, as
well as the lessons that you have learnt as a result. The emphasis should generally be on reflection as
opposed to summation.

(i) Inthe concluding paragraph focus on bringing the entire piece together by providing a summary of the
points made throughout, and also lessons learnt as a result.

Argumentative Essay

An argumentative essay is an essay that takes a position on a particular issue or topic. It expresses an extended
argument for a particular thesis statement. While writing an argumentative essay a clearly defined stance should
be taken regarding the subject and an evidence-based case should also be built up for the same. While writing
an argumentative essay, only facts and logic must be used. Some of the topics of argumentative essay are — “We
are too dependent on technology’,  Animals must not be used for research’, ‘Global Climate change is only
caused by humans’ etc.

It is important to remember that-

(1) The essay should use logic and reason to present the writer’s stance on a particular topic or issue.
(i) Research the topic thoroughly and identify statistical evidence and facts to support your claim.

(i) Acknowledge the counterclaims i.e. the statements that may oppose the claim you are making.
(iv) Use facts and evidence to show why the counterclaims are wrong.

Expository Essay

An expository essay is a particular genre which is used to explain something, in the simplest terms. The word
expository comes from the word ‘expose’, and this means to uncover the subject matter, so that the readers are
able to understand it for what it is. An expository essay is used to explain or clarify the subject.
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It is different from an argumentative essay because, the expository essay remains neutral whereas the
argumentative essay tends to take a side. Some of the topics of expository essay are — ‘Positive effect of
music in your life’, ‘Smoking is injurious to health’, “Technology: A boon or a bane’ etc.

It is important to remember that-

(1)  Writing an expository essay requires clear, concise language that readers will understand.
(i) Itisimportant to perform relevant research on the topic.

@iii) In order to explain the topic properly, some examples must be cited.

(iv) The body of the essay should demonstrate chosen evidences that support the informative and analytic
components.

(v) Intheconclusion, highlight the central idea of the essay.
Exercise

Write essays on the following topics-

(i) The Most Interesting Dream

(i) Warriors in the time of pandemic

(i) Importance of Education for Women

(iv) Pollution due to Urbanization

60



RAPID READER






Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Robert Louis Stevenson

Robert Louis Stevenson (born Robert Lewis Balfour Stevenson; 13 November 1850 — 3 December
1894) was a Scottish novelist, essayist, poet and travel writer. He is best known for works such as Treasure
Island, Srange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Kidnapped and A Child's Garden of \erses.

Born and educated in Edinburgh, Stevenson suffered from serious bronchial trouble for much of his life, but
continued to write prolifically and travel widely in defiance of his poor health. As a young man, he mixed in
London literary circles, receiving encouragement from Andrew Lang, Edmund Gosse, Leslie Stephen and W. E.
Henley, the last of whom may have provided the model for Long John Silver in Treasurelsland. In 1890, he
settled in Samoa where, alarmed at increasing European and American influence in the South Sea islands, his
writing turned away from romance and adventure fiction toward a darker realism. He died in his island home in
1894 at age 44.

A celebrity in his lifetime, Stevenson’s critical reputation has fluctuated since his death, though today his works
are held in general acclaim. In 2018 he was ranked, just behind Charles Dickens, as the 26th-most-translated
author in the world.

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde - Plot summary

Srange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson is a narrative about the complexities of
science and the duplicity of human nature. Dr Jekyll is a kind, well-respected and intelligent scientist who meddles
with the darker side of science, as he wants to bring out his ‘second’ nature.

He does this through transforming himself into Mr Hyde - his evil alter ego who doesn’t repent or accept
responsibility for his evil crimes and ways. Jekyll tries to control his alter ego, Hyde, and for a while, Jekyll has
the power. However, towards the end of the novel, Hyde takes over and this results in their deaths.

Setting

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson is a novel in which setting plays an important feature. In the
book Dr Jekyll represents good and Mr Hyde represents evil, yet they are technically the same person
and come to symbolise the good and evil in all of us. The novel is set in London but draws heavily on
Stevenson’s knowledge of his hometown Edinburgh to create a chilling setting which emphasises the
themes of good and evil.

Setting is most important as a symbol for the characters of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Jekyll owns a fancy town
house with a tumble down lab on the back. The town house is described as having an ‘open fire’ in the
front hall. This represents Jekyll as it is warm and inviting and hugely welcoming — all things that
match Jekyll’s character. The fact that he can build a fire in his front hall and not just his main rooms suggests
he is wealthy and likes to display his wealth. Again it is a symbol for the man himself. We are also told that the
street on which his house sits is filled with similar houses — his though is the only one kept clean and tidy and
whole, the rest have become slightly messy. This is in keeping with Jekyll’s character as we know he is concerned
with his reputation and making himselflook good to other people which his house certainly does. Hyde on the
other hand is a secretive creature who doesn’t so much lurk in the shadows as lives only in the night.
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He doesn’t hide from other people but he doesn’t really interact with them either, or encourage interactions. The
lab door sums up his character perfectly. Unlike the main house it juts out on an alley street, its windows are
covered and the door bears no knocker and hasn’t been cleaned for entry. The windows emulate Hyde’s private
nature, he doesn’t want people prying into his business. The lack of a knocker shows he doesn’t want or expect
guests. The untidiness of the doorway similarly keeps people from visiting. The text also describes the lab as a
‘sinister block of buildings’ — there is something off about them, just like we are told there is something off or
‘deformed’ about Hyde’s appearance. Setting here, in the form of the house, serves to reinforce the characters
of Hyde and Jekyll and further highlights the theme of good versus evil.

The Victorian London setting is important because it is what pushes Jekyll into making Hyde. Stevenson
had apparently considered setting his tale in Edinburgh, with its sordid, poverty-stricken old town and
glossy, illustrious new town making clear allusions to Jekyll and Hyde’s personalities again. However,
in high London society a man’s reputation was everything and he had to behave. It is far easier to explain Jekyll’s
actions against the backdrop of London society than Edinburgh’s. Jekyll is repressed by his lifestyle as arich
doctor, it is only as Hyde that he can do what he actually wants and so he creates Hyde. The setting is important
here because it is what forces Jekyll’s hand into making an alternative persona for himself.

Setting is important in the initial chapters where Utterson’s dream makes the minotaur and his maze a
metaphor for Hyde and his London. We have already had descriptions of Hyde as a ‘juggernaut’ something
huge and threatening. This image is built up further with his comparison to the minotaur, a monstrous beast
that was used to control and terrorise the Greek town of Minos. Hyde similarly terrorises the occupants
of London as he will trample and destroy any who get in his way —the little girl and Sir Carew. London’s twisting
medieval streets and fogged new streets become the maze in which the minotaur was kept. You never know
when the minotaur or Hyde might appear to hurt you. Setting then becomes a metaphor for the playground
of evil.

Setting is also important as Stevenson often uses dramatic epithet to show a change in the mood of a
scene to show that something is about to happen. We are often told about the ‘rolling fog’ in the streets of
London. It hides Hyde literally and cloaks the shady characters of the night. In the final chapters of the
novel the fog becomes a horrible storm, rain lashes and the streets are empty. This adds a sense of foreboding as
we know something is going to happen the streets are too physically quiet of people as if something bad is about
to happen. Utterson is then escorted by Poole to Jekyll’s house and we finally discover that Jekyll and Hyde are
the same person. Setting here was used to suggest and hint that the plot was about to take a turn for the
worst.

Characters overview

In Stevenson’s novel, there are main, secondary and minor characters. Stevenson uses the characters to illustrate
the main plot points and themes.

Main characters
e Drlekyll
e MrHyde

64



Secondary characters

e  Mr Utterson

e DrLanyon

Minor characters

e  Poole- DrJekyll’s butler

e  MrRichard Enfield - Mr Utterson’s friend and cousin

e  Sir Danvers Carew - Mr Hyde’s murder victim

Dr Jekyll in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Atthe beginning of the novel Dr Jekyll is shown to be:

e  respectable

e  wealthy

e intelligent

Dr Jekyll is a well-respected and intelligent scientist. He is a wealthy man and lives in a house with his butler,
Poole. To the rear of his house, with a separate entrance onto a side street, he has his own laboratory. It is here

that he is conducting his most ambitious experiment yet - and it is this experiment which causes him to become
erratic and alienated from his friends and Victorian society.

As the novel progresses, Jekyll becomes unpredictable and decides to leave all of his belongings and wealth to
the scoundrel, Mr Hyde, in his will. This causes his friend Utterson to become very concerned and very anxious
to find out more about Mr Hyde.

Dr Jekyll is determined as he | “1 do sincerely | Therepetition of ‘great’ emphasises
wants his experiment to succeed. | take a great, a | how determined Jekyll is and
Determined | Heis so determined that he risks | very great | illustrates how he feels about Mr
losing everything in order for | interest in that | Hyde. The use of ‘sincerely’ shows
him to succeed - his friendships, | young man.” that his determination and
reputation and wealth. passion are real.
Dr Jekyll is respected due to his | The doctor gave This shows that he is well-liked and
wealth, reputation as a|one of his| respectedinthe society of Victorian
charitable man and his | pleasant dinners | London. As all of the men are judges
Respected discoveries in science. tp some ﬁ.ve or | of ‘good wine’, it indicates to the
sixoldcronies, all | reader their wealth and respectability.
intelligent
reputable men,
and all judges of
good wine.
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Intelligent

Dr Jekyll is intelligent due to his
innovative experiments which are
perceived by some others as
worldly and un-godly, particularly
by the conventional scientist, Dr
Lanyon.

Henry Jekyll,

M.D.,D.C.L.,

LL.D.,ERS.,
etc.

The titles that are attached to Dr
Jekyll's name highlight his intelligence,
as he has many degrees and
qualifications. The use of 'etc.'
suggests there are more.

Erratic

Dr Jekyll becomes more erratic
as the novel develops. This is
because he is trying to conceal
Mr Hyde from everyone.
He’s also trying to control his
experiment, but failing.

...before the smile
was struck out of
his face and
succeeded by an
expression of such
abject terror and
despair, as froze
the very blood of
the two gentleman

This highlights the change in Dr
Jekyll’s behaviour, as before this
quotation, Dr Jekyll was happily
talking to Mr Utterson. However,
Stevenson describes a sudden
change in Dr Jekyll’s behaviour. The
word ‘struck’ shows that Hyde’s
appearance has changed Dr Jekyll’s
behaviour instantly.

below.

Social and historical context: In the Victorian era, scientists were viewed with some superstition and their
discoveries, in some cases, were seen as un-Godly. Charles Darwin’s The Origins of the Species was published
in 1859. This book became famous as it discussed the theory of evolution. Many people saw it as an attack on
religion because the book made many of the Bible’s teachings impossible. Therefore, many people thought
scientists were untrustworthy and engaged in doing the ‘devil’s work.’

Mr Hyde in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
e cvi

e  murderous

e Jekyll’salter ego

Mr Hyde is described as devilish, evil and a criminal mastermind. Stevenson makes Hyde more mysterious
by only hinting at his physical appearance - he is smaller than Jekyll and whenever people see him, they are
deeply affected by his looks and spirit.

He is violent and commits terrible crimes - the trampling of an innocent young girl and the murder of Carew. He
is unforgiving and doesn’t repent for his crimes and sins. He is selfish and wishes for complete dominance over

Tekyll.
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Ugly

He is described as ugly and
Stevenson suggests he has the
face of Satan. Everybody
Hyde meets in the novel is
afflicted with his ‘nightmarish’
appearance.

“Thereis
something wrong
with his
appearance;
something
displeasing,
something
downright
detestable. |
rnevel sdw d Il

so disliked.”

Murderous

Hyde murders Carew and
tramples on a little girl causing her
legs to break.

...with ape-like
fury, he was
trampling his
victim under foot,
and hailingdowna
storm of blows.

The use of the simile ‘ape-like
fury’ describes Hyde as an animal
capable of rages, not a human. This
shows that Hyde doesn’t care about
his actions and has no control over
his fiery, animalistic behaviour.

Powerful

Towards the end of the book,
Hyde becomes the dominant
side to Dr Jekyll’s personality.
Each time Dr Jekyll turns into Mr
Hyde, Mr Hyde gets stronger and
makes it more difficult for Dr
Jekyll to turn to his “original’ self.

“It took on this
occasion a double
dose to recall me
to myself; and
alad”

This shows that Mr Hyde is getting
stronger, as Dr Jekyll needs to use
more drugs to return to his former
self. The use of the exclamation
mark suggests that this surprises
and also scares Jekyll as he is
unsure and wary of Hyde’s power.

Social and historical context: In the Victorian era, many people were religious and believed in the devil. Many

believed that people harnessed the Devil’s power when they committed evil acts and crimes. Victorian literature
shows this through the opposition of good and evil, reflecting the good and evil in people. Many texts from the
Victorian period have this clear motif.

Mr Gabriel Utterson in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

rational
curious

calm

respectable

Most of the novel is seen from Mr Utterson’s perspective. Utterson is a lawyer and therefore a respectable,

wealthy man in Victorian London. Stevenson shows Utterson’s personality to be rational, calm and curious.

67



It is through these personality traits that Utterson uncovers the mystery of Dr Jekyll’s will. This confuses him, as

Jekyll’s wish is to leave all of his belongings and wealth to the mysterious criminal Mr Hyde. Utterson’s persistence
leads him to discover the truth about Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’s relationship.

Curious and
persistent

Utterson is persistent in his quest
to uncover the true reality of Mr
Hyde and his relationship with Dr

JekylL.

“If he be Mr
Hyde,” he had
thought, “| shall
be Mr Seek.”

This demonstrates Utterson’s
persistence in wanting to find Mr
Hyde. Stevenson uses the pun
“Mr Seek” to show Utterson’s
curious nature in discovering the
truth about Mr Hyde.

Caring

Utterson cares about his
friend, Dr Jekyll. He really
admires him and values him as a
friend - he wants to see Jekyll

happy.

“This is very
good of you, this
is downright
good of you, and
| cannot find
words to thank
youin.”

Jekyll’s response to Utterson’s good
deed shows that Jekyll is grateful for
what Utterson has done and for his
friendship.

Outspoken

Utterson is outspoken when it
comes to his dislike for Mr
Hyde, Jekyll’s beneficiary.

“| can’'t pretend
that | shall ever
like him,” said
the lawyer.

This shows that Utterson speaks his
mind - to the point where his
friendship with Jekyll could be
compromised.

Dr Hastie Lanyon in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Doctor Lanyon and Dr Jekyll were once great friends and both enjoyed the field of science. However, they had
adisagreement about Dr Jekyll’s latest experiment which Dr Lanyon describes as ‘scientific balderdash.’ This
disagreement caused them to fall out with each other and Jekyll was further isolated from his friends.

Dr Lanyon witnessed Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde and it scarred him deeply. He couldn’t believe what
Jekyll had done and he thought it was unnatural. Lanyon never recovered from what he had seen and shortly

after, had a fit and died.

Dr Lanyon describes Dr Jekyll’s

“Unscientific

This shows that Dr Lanyon doesn’t

not forget or forgive Dr Jekyll for
his experiments with Mr Hyde.

with that person.”

Cutpere experiments as ‘unscientific | balderdash.” agree with Jekyll’s experiments or
balderdash’, claiming that Jekyll’s ‘believe’ in them, as he calls them
experiments are ridiculous and ‘balderdash’.
not the ‘correct’ science.

Stubborn | DrLanyonisstubbornashewill |“1 am quite done This shows that Dr Lanyon is

stubborn, as he refuses to
acknowledge Dr Jekyll’s name. The
fact that he is saying he is ‘done with
that person’ shows that Lanyon
doesn’t forgive easily.
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Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde - Themes overview

In Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde there are many themes you can analyse.

e scientific development

e  good vs evil and the duality of human nature

e nature and the supernatural

You will notice that some of these are opposites and these can be referred to as binary opposites or complete
opposites. Examples of binary opposites are: hot and cold, wet and dry, light and dark.

Scientific development in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde : In the Victorian era, religion was important to communities
and individuals. Many people believed that God created the universe and he was the sole creator, therefore the
principles and the word of the Bible must be followed.

Due to the society’s interest in religion, people were afraid of scientific developments and feared what this would
do to mankind. Charles Darwin wrote the Originsof the Speciesin 1859. It was a text that shook Victorian
society and was condemned and banned due to its theory that God had not created the universe as outlined in
the Bible. Consequently, people were cautious of science and its developments.

How is the theme of scientific development shown in the novel?

In Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Stevenson shows the fear of scientific development through:

e  DrlJekyll’s scientific experiments

e  how the experiment goes badly wrong

e  how Dr Lanyon fears the experiment

Dr Jekyll

Jekyll is relentless in his goals to
complete the experiment of
releasing his hidden self, ie Mr
Hyde. He stops at nothing to
achieve his goals and doesn’t
listen to his friends.

“I wish to see or
hear no more of
Dr Jekyll... | am
quite done with
that person; and |
beg you will spare
meany allusionta
onewhom| regard
as dead.” - Dr
Lanyon.

Stevenson presents Lanyon’s
emotions very clearly in this section
- one of Jekyll’s oldest friends views
him as ‘dead’ due to what he has
done. The language Stevenson
uses is charged with passion and
emotion. The repetition of ‘I’
illustrates that Lanyon feels he is in
control of the situation and has
control over Jekyll.

The
experiment

Dr Jekyll’s experiment Kills
him, as he has to die in order for
the overpowering Mr Hyde to die
also.

...there lay the
body of a man
sorely contorted
and still twitching.

This shows that Jekyll eventually
killed himself as his desire to
experiment made Mr Hyde get
stronger. The use of the phrase
‘sorely contorted’ illustrates how
science changed who Jekyll was
and who he became. It ‘contorted’
his very self.
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Dr Lanyon dies of shock
because of what he has

A week
afterwards Dr

The short time period of a week
illustrates how quickly Dr

DrLanyon | yitnessed — he sees Mr Hyde | Lanyon took to | Lanyon’s health deteriorated
turning into Dr Jekyll. his bed, and in | because of Dr Jekyll’s
something less | revelation.
than a fortnight
he was dead.
Question

How is the wonder of scientific development shown in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde?

e  Utterson’s ‘amazement’ at what Jekyll has achieved.

e  DrlJekyll’s passion to complete his experiment.

e  Theexperimentitself.

Duality of human nature in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Stevenson writes about the duality of human nature — the idea that every single human being has good and evil
within them. Stevenson describes how there is a good and an evil side to everyone’s personality, but what is
important is how you behave and the decisions you make. The choices people make determine whether a
person is good or not.

In Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Dr Jekyll is a well-respected, intelligent scientist who secretly has a dark, immoral
side to his personality. This side of his personality is not active, however, he decides to activate it through his
experiments. This side becomes active through the persona of Mr Hyde - a criminal man who commits cruel acts
of violence against others. Through this change in Jekyll’s character, Stevenson shows the duality in human

nature - the idea that everyone is capable of good and evil deeds.

How is the duality of mankind shown in the novel?

In Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Stevenson shows the duality of man through:

o thecharacter of Dr Jekyll

o thecharacter of Mr Hyde

o thedifferences between them both

Dr Jekyll

Dr Jekyllis perceived as a highly
influential, kind, educated and
popular scientist. He is the
embodiment of ‘goodness.’

...every mark of
capacity and
kindness - you
could see by his
looks that he
cherished for Mr
Utterson.

This shows that Dr Jekyll was kind
and everyone believed him to be so.
The fact that he ‘cherishes’ Mr
Utterson tells us that he loves his
friends very much and cares
about other people.
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...haunting sense
of unexpressed
deformity with
which the fugitive
impressed his
beholders.

Social and historical context: The pious nature of Victorian society meant that many people suppressed their

desires and feelings. This resulted in many people questioning their ‘goodness’ as a human being due to the fact
that religion condemned these ‘evil” thoughts.

Mr Hyde is perceived as a
cruel, ugly, vicious man who
commits wild acts of violence

This shows that Hyde’s appearance
and personality terrifies others — they
always remember seeing him. The
fact that his appearance is ‘haunting’

Mr Hyde
against innocent people. He is the

embodiment of ‘evilness’. shows how terrifying he is.

Question

Why has Stevenson presented the theme of man’s duality in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde? What is he trying to suggest?
o  Thereisn’t the binary opposite of good and evil - things are not that simple.

o Everyone is capable of good and evil acts.

o  Going against the Victorian mindset that some people are born good or bad.

Nature and the supernatural in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Stevenson shows the binary opposites of the supernatural and nature in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. The idea of the
supernatural is evident in Dr Jekyll’s experiment and the release of Mr Hyde into the world. In contrast, nature
or the natural order is implicit in Dr Lanyon’s horrified response to Jekyll’s experiment.

Social and historical context: In the Victorian period, change was apparent due to the Industrial Revolution.
Factories were being built and technology was advancing - this resulted in a shift from the ‘natural’ farming type
of life to one filled with technology and industry. This change is presented in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde through
Jekyll’s experiment - his desire to change the natural course of his being through science.

How is nature and the supernatural shown in the novel?

In Dr Jekyll and Mr Hydg, Stevenson shows the binary opposites of the natural and the supernatural through:
o Jekyll’s supernatural experiment of releasing Mr Hyde into the world

o Jekyll’s death —how his interference with the supernatural caused his natural end

o DrLanyon’sresponse

being, Mr Hyde, into the world.

“And now, you

material views,
you who have
denied the virtue
of transcendental
medicine, youwha
have derided your
superiors -
behold!”

In this quotation, Dr Jekyll

Supernatura]: Jekyll meddles with the
Jekyll’s supernatural when he creates a \t’JVhO I’kl)ave 3?[ ICi?]g (transformed into Mr Hyde) is talking
. : ; ; €en bound to tN€ | to Dr Lanyon and is revealing the
experiment | potion that will release his other most narrow and

nature of his experiment to him. The
repetition of “you’ shows Dr Jekyll’s
anger towards Dr Lanyon, as he has
always ‘denied’ this form of medicine.
It also shows his passion for his
experiment and highlights that he
cares about his experiment more than
anything else.
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Natural: | Jekyll’s supernatural activities are | ...the cords of his| This shows that Jekyll/Hyde should
Jekyll’s | quickly puttoanend when Hyde | face moved with a still be alive, as the muscles of his face

death takes over and Jekyll must kill | semblance of life, | still look alive - they almost wish to
Hyde and therefore himself, toput | but life was quite| be alive. However, life was “quite

an end to his wicked ways. gone. gone’. This shows that Jekyll/Hyde
have died and have no hope in ever

returning,

Question
How does Stevenson show the binary opposites of nature or the supernatural in these quotations?

...life was quite gone; and by the crushed phial in the hand and the strong smell of kernels that hung upon the air,
Utterson knew that he was looking on the body of a self-destroyer. Utterson, on finding Jekyll’s body

¢...life (1) was quite gone; and by the (2) crushed phial in the hand and the strong smell of kernels that hung
upon the air, Utterson knew that he was looking on the body of a (3) self-destroyer.’

ANSWER: THE SUPERNATURAL

(1) ‘was’ - the use of the past tense indicates that the life has gone. This is spooky because there is a dead man
in the laboratory with Utterson and Poole.

(2) ‘crushed phial in the hand’ - the description of Jekyll and how he has a phial in his hand in his final

moments is harrowing - imagery. The fact that the phial is ‘crushed’ is a metaphor for how science has
destroyed Jekyll.

(3) ‘self-destroyer’ - this is the supernatural as the idea of committing suicide goes against the bible’s teaching,
i.e. the ‘natural course’ in life.

Question

“Someday, Utterson, after I am dead, you may come to learn the right and the wrong of this. I cannot say so.
And in the meantime, if you can sit and talk with me of other things, for God’s sake stay and do so; but if you
cannot keep clear of this accursed topic, then, in God’s name, go, for I cannot bear it. “Dr Lanyon

“Someday, Utterson, after [ am dead, you may come to learn the (1) right and the wrong of this. I cannot say
s0. And in the meantime, if you can sit and talk with me of other things, for (2) God’s sake stay and do so; but
if you cannot keep clear of this accursed topic, then, in (2) God’s name, go, for (3) I cannot bear it.”

ANSWER: NATURE

(1) ‘right and the wrong of this’ - this is a binary opposite. Human life, the natural way of being, is all about
the ‘right’ and ‘wrong.” This presents the natural course of being a human being.

(2) “God’s’ - repetition of ‘God’ highlights the religious belief Lanyon has, separating him from Jekyll. It also
highlights how Lanyon calls to God in his final moments.

(3) ‘I cannotbear it - this highlights Lanyon’s extreme emotions about Jekyll’s experiments. He cannot bear
itand doesn’t - he dies of shock as a result.
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1. Student life is the stage of preparation for future. This is the most important period of life. A student is young

today. But he will be a man tomorrow. He has different duties. He should perform them well. As a student, his
first duty is to study and learn. He should be careful to his lessons.
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2. Apatriot is amn who loves his country, works for it, and is willing to fight and die for it. Every soldier is bound
to do his duty, but the best soldiers do more than this. They risk their lives because they love the country.
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1. Areal friend is he who remains true to us as long as he lives. He will share our sorrow as well as our joys.
He will stand by us in our hard times and is always ready to help us. He will risk everything, even life for the
sake of his friend.

2. Indiais my motherland. It is an ancient country. India is the second largest populated country in the world.
All kinds of people live here and they speak in different languages, wear different costumes and observes
customs. But there is university in diversity.
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