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GEOGRAPHY
Class X

TOPIC : LOCATION, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS AND PHYSIOGRAPHY OF INDIA

1.

Mention the reasons behind the formation of the Himalayan Mountain Range.

Ans.

2.

Ans.

3.

Ans.

4.

Ans.

A.
B.

Two reasons behind the formation of the Himalayan Mountain Range are.....
Geosyncline Theory.

PlateTectonic Theory.

Geosyncline Theory..

According to this theory, about 225 million years ago India was a large Island situated off the Australian
Coast and separated from Asia by the Tethys Ocean. As the Continental Plates converge, the
Sedimentary Basin of Tethys Sea is squeezed between the two converging plates. As a result of this
the Himalayan Mountain Range formed.

Plate Tectonic Theory...

According to this theory, the Himalayan Mountain Range has been formed as a result of the Collision
between the Indian Plate and the Eurasian Plate which began about 50 million years ago and continues
till today.

What are the reasons behind the formation of the Great Rajasthan Desert?

Around 100000 years ago, rainfall declined sharply in this region and the already sluggish river
system of this region began shifting westward. Strong winds lifted sand and silt particles from alluvial
sediments and made deposition on this region. As a result the true desert began to develop here.

How did the Eastern slope of the Western Ghat mountains become a rain shadow region?

The south west monsoon winds become laden with moisture while coming across the Arabian sea,
and get obstructed by western slope of Western Ghat and rains heavily. In this way they become
lighter and rise above and cross over the mountains. As the winds reach the other side, i.e, leeward
side of the mountains, they do not have enough moisture to cause only a little rainfall on the leeward
slope. Hence the leeward slope is comparatively drier than the windward slope, and is called the rain
shadow region.

How the lagoons (Kayals) have been formed ?

Sometimes the sand, small stones and silt carried by the rivers and sea waves get deposited in the sea
near the coastal regions, and lead to the creation of a long dam like structure almost parallel sea
shore. In course of time the areas behind these dam like structure gets filled up with rain and sea
water and gradually becomes completely detached from the sea. Such water bodies are known as
back water or lagoon. This lagoons are known as Kayal in Malabar coast. Vembanad is the longest
Kayal in this region.



